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Thank You!

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

There is great hope for the future of our church.

In September, we invited you to join us in support of the 
HOPE Appeal, to answer the call God has for us to share 
our gifts with others and bring the taste of the gospel to 
the world. Since that time, over 17,000 individuals and 
families have responded to that call. I have been inspired 
and humbled to have witnessed the willingness of our 
faithful to help others in our community. 

Your goodness is a reflection of God’s love, enriching the 
lives of others. Our ministries and programs respond to the 
physical and spiritual needs of the most vulnerable among us, accompany individuals on their faith journey and 
provide the support, education and training to our clergy, lay leaders and volunteers.This is the embodiment of our 
work as one Church. 

I am pleased to present this report in appreciation for your gifts, while also recognizing our responsibility as stew-
ards of the gifts entrusted to us. As a donor to the HOPE Appeal, your contribution will directly support efforts 
seeking to enliven our parishes, schools, ministries and the lives of those we serve on a daily basis. Again, I want 
you to know that 100% of your contribution was used towards the stated case of support as outlined in this report. 

I will remember you and your intentions in my prayers and Masses; and I ask you to please remember me and the 
blessed individuals we serve.

In the Name of Jesus,

Most Reverend Douglas J. Lucia
Bishop of Syracuse

Your faithfulness, your goodness and your generous support of the 2021 HOPE Appeal 
has truly enriched our Diocesan family. We wanted to share the difference you have made 
in the lives of individuals and families throughout the Diocese of Syracuse in the past year. 

As you read this impact report, realize that it is you who has enabled the work of our 
ministries and programs to advance social justice, cultivate catholic leadership and 
empower parish communities.

The HOPE Appeal is a model of our Diocese coming together as one to strengthen our 
Church and serve our community. On behalf of all who are touched by your generous 
heart, thank you.

Bishop Lucia listens to a young father at Cocktails, Dinner and Conversation 
with Bishop Lucia. Attendees shared faith stories and engaged in small group 
conversations about topics important to their Catholic beliefs.



Catholic Charities
Mike Melara, Executive Director of Catholic Charities, after 
welcoming Afghan refugees at Syracuse Airport said, “The true story 
is the fortitude and spirit of our Afghan brothers and sisters to 
navigate through an impossible situation to survive persecution, get 
themselves to a safe place and travel to Syracuse to start a new life. 
We are totally privileged to be a part of that journey and assist them 
as they start this new life.”

Campus Ministry
“The Newman House provided me a space to reflect when I needed 
to be somewhere quiet, a place to study when I needed to focus and 
a place to socialize when I was longing for community. I am so 
grateful for the role that the Newman House played in my college 
experience and for the people who will be a part of my life forever.“ 
—Hannah Bronson SUNY Binghamton ’21

 
Colleges with Campus Ministry Programs:
Binghamton University • Cazenovia College

Colgate University • Hamilton College • SUNY Cortland 
SUNY ESF • SUNY Morrisville • SUNY Oswego
SUNY Polytechnic Institute • Syracuse University • Utica College

Students enjoy the Leadership Retreat at The Newman 
House, Binghamton.

Catechesis
“A large role of a Catechetical Leader is to accompany, and I am 
grateful for the Office of Catechesis for modeling that accompani-
ment in my own ministry and spiritual growth. The staff have also 
been incredible resources in lesson planning, sacramental prepara-
tion, professional development, and catechist formation.” 
—Michael Songer Parish Catechetical Leader, All Saints Parish, Syracuse

Faith Formation:
Pre K–6 5,268 Students 761 Catechists
Grades 7-8 1,663 Students 202 Catechists
Grades 9-12 2,462 Students 263 Catechists

Sacramental Preparation:
1,417  First Penance & First Eucharist 
172 Confirmation, 139 RCIA Participants

Father Tim Taugher and Deacon Steve Blabac celebrate with 
the First Eucharist class at St. Francis of Assisi in Binghamton.

453 Refugees resettled
1,500 Individuals received post-resettlement services
437 Homeless men were sheltered  totaling 15,868 shelter nights
143 Individuals transitioned into stable housing

An Afghan family recently resettled in Syracuse.

792,561 Meals served through food pantries
37,828 Individuals receiving meals
25,233 Individuals received household/hygiene products
11,477 Individuals receiving services and assistance

SALT (Matthew 5:13)
  of the Earth

You are the



Catholic TV
Livestream of Daily Mass 5 days per week/52 weeks per year 
2,500 views Sunday Mass for shut-ins, broadcast on 
4 local television stations

8,900 subscribers 33,000 hours of content provided 280,000 total views 

4,163 students enrolled in 21 Catholic Schools
901 students received tuition assistance

Catholic Schools
“The tuition assistance that comes from the HOPE Appeal allows 
families to be able to choose a faith-based education for their 
children. Without it, many would never be able to experience 
that goodness that comes from a Catholic school education.”

—Bill Crist, Superintendent of Schools

Catholic Sun
“We love getting The Catholic Sun; we pick it up at Church and 
bring it home with us and always read it as soon as we get home from 
Mass. When we get home, and the kids rush off to do their thing, my 
wife and I open up the bulletin and The Catholic Sun, and we always 
learn something.” —Mark and Nina Ranieri, Holy Trinity Parish, Utica

The good news of the Diocese of Syracuse is also available at our website, 
thecatholicsun.com, where select stories from our paper appear as well as 
national and international news stories from the Catholic News Service.The Ranieri family, Utica

A couple watch Mass on Catholic TV. 

9,700 households received through weekly home subscription,  44 total editions
2,400 distributed through parish subscriptions

18,000 people reached monthly on Facebook: through news briefs and photos

21,277 Followers on diocesan social media accounts on
Facebook / Instagram / LinkedIn / Twitter

Social Media
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Students from Cathedral Academy at Pompei at their 
Cultural Celebration



“Everyone involved with Totus Tuus, from participants to parents, chaperones, etc. reflected the enthusiasm for 
the Catholic faith that the Youth Ministers generated through their lively songs and heart-felt teachings!” 
—Judith Kemp-Barnes, St. Mary's in Hamilton

Family/Respect Life

Youth Events:
555 attendees represented 60 parishes at Totus Tuus  
112 attended the Steubenville Youth Conference
94 youth participated Middle School Pilgrimage 
93 participants attended the National Catholic Youth Conference 
161 participants attended the Outdoor Stations of the Cross on Good Friday
113 consultations to support parishes in the development of 
their youth ministry programs

300 couples attended Marriage Preparation
74 students in Pro-Life groups at 4 Catholic High Schools
1,235 students attended Jason Evert Presentations 
475 students attended Sisters of Life Presentations
300 students and adults attended Mass for Life 2021
769 students and 88 adults received important teachings about 
the value and dignity of the human person and God's plan for life and love
280 Couples participated in & 30 Parishes celebrated World Marriage Day

Formation For Ministry
“I’ve learned so much from the program. I’ve learned more about my 
faith. I’ve learned about the mercy and grace God has for all of us.” 

—Moura Sterling, participant from St. Therese of the Infant Jesus, New Berlin, NY

Seminarian, Clergy, Deacon Education
“During our Pastoral year, we are placed within a parish to experience 
parish life and put into practice what we have studied. I am grateful 
for this past year. It has been a year of learning, growth and discern-
ment. It has provided me opportunities to grow and listen to where 
God is calling me.” —Seminarian Benjamin Schrantz

60 individuals participated, representing 40 parishes and 
23 Pastoral Care Areas.
21 individuals were commissioned 

10 seminarians received support for tuition and living expenses
10 men were ordained to the Permanent Diaconate
8 men completed their second year of formation

Susan and Edward Judge, parishioners of Holy Cross 
Church in Dewitt, married for 52 years, celebrate 
World Marriage Day. 

Participants in the Formation for Ministry program share 
their faith stories with each other.

Seminarian Benjamin Schrantz is grateful for his time 
with pastor Rev. Sean O'Brien and pastoral associate 
Laura Mack at St. Mary's/St. Peter's Parish in Rome, NY.

Bishop Lucia shares a moment with the missionaries of 
the Totus Tuus program last summer.

Youth & Young Adult Ministry
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How Your Gift to 2021 HOPE Appeal Was Used:
The 2021 HOPE Appeal raised $4,452,480 to provide support for immediate needs across the Diocese of 
Syracuse. $3,637,598 supported the programs and ministries and $659,891 was given to parishes through 
Parish Sharing. Campaign expenses totaled $154,991.

Advancing Social Justice

Catholic Charities $370,028
Asian & Spanish Apostolates $168,006
Catholic Deaf Ministry $63,927
Social Action Ministry $27,616
Jail Ministry $14,177
Cathedral Emergency Services $4,253

TOTAL $648,007

Questions? Please contact Beth Lynn Hoey, Executive 
Director of the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Syracuse at (315) 472-8447 or bhoey@syrdio.org. 

Empowering Parish Communities

Catholic Sun, Catholic TV, Communications $226,210

Hospital Ministry $139,926

Cathedral Support $125,000

Pastoral & Religious Support $108,463

Vicar for Parishes $94,362

Universal Church Initiatives $56,709

Christ the King Retreat House $50,000

Liturgy & Worship $50,599

Catholic Cemeteries $5,000

Charismatic Renewal $2,600

Commission on Women $1,800

TOTAL $860,669

Cultivating Catholic Leadership

Tuition Assistance $443,042
Faith Formation and Catholic Schools $378,599
Campus Ministry $250,038
Youth & Young Adult Ministry  $266,709
Family/Respect Life $227,015
Evangelization $144,310
Seminarian, Clergy, Deacon Education  $158,500
Marriage Tribunal $108,679
Lay Leadership $75,378
Formation for Ministry $76,652

TOTAL $2,128,922

Programs and Ministries $3,637,598
Parish Sharing     $659,891
Campaign Expenses $154,991
GRAND TOTAL $4,452,480

Advancing
Social Justice 
15%

Empowering
Parish 
Communities
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48%
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15%

Campaign Expenses
3%

100% of funds raised from the HOPE Appeal are 
restricted funds that were only used for HOPE Appeal 
programs, services and ministries as listed above. 



You are the
SALT

(Matthew 5:13)
  of the Earth

Simply a Thank You...

The Foundation of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
240 E. Onondaga Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202-2608

Your faithfulness, your goodness and 

your generous support of the HOPE Appeal 

enrich our Diocesan family.

Look inside to see the 
impact of your gift!
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