
Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI 
YouTube - Gospel Reading and Reflection for Kids - Matthew 18:15-20 USCCB (Young children faith builder)
LoyolaPress.com - How to Raise Kids Who Care:4 Ways to Cultivate Empathy (Young Family faith builder)
Ocarm.org - Lectio Divina with Matthew 18:15-29, The Order of Carmelites  (Adult faith builder)
CatholicLink.org - How Do You Resolve Conflicts With Others? Three Key Insights Fr. Ian Van Heusen (Teens 
- Adults faith builder)

Our website RCfaithquest.syrdio.org has many ideas during this Ordinary Time!

LBack to School Means New Routines and An 
Opportunity for Integrating Prayer Your Child’s Life
The beginning of school will be a bit different this year, 
but one thing doesn’t change, a return to more routine 
and a discipline summer often lacks. As you begin to 
plan how your daily routines will look consider adding 
aspects of prayer and an awareness of God into your 
children’s daily routine. For example, a morning 
commute is a great time for a shared morning prayer. If 
your child is opting for virtual learning, take a short walk 
around the block to prepare for the day, pray and 
transition into “school.” 
Now that meal times may be more scheduled, use the 
time for quick prayers of thanksgiving and gratitude. As 
the day winds down take a moment to discuss the best 
part and most challenging part of the day and how God 
was present through those events. By allowing the 
stewardship of prayer to unfold in daily routines, you are 
creating a habit that can be retained for a lifetime.

   The word “communion”, according to Webster, is defined aa 
an act of sharing intimate thoughts or feelings.

Back to School - 

September 5, 2020 

Psalm 46:10

The readings this week focus on how to grow  aa 
community of faith and  love.
 Sin always has a communal effect, directly or 
indirectly.  It is important to take notice to this 
week’s second reading.  St. Paul reminds us to 
love one another. He reminds the community of 
the Commandments God provided that if broken 
leads to hurting one another rather than loving 
one another. 
   When hurt by another, it can sometimes be 
hard to give forgiveness. Grudges, hatred, 
predjudice all  stifle the way we become 
community.   
    In this week’s Gospel, Matthew18, Jesus 
provides a discourse on sin and forgiveness 
stating, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”   
Jesus not only reminds us of that the hurtfulness 
that comes from sin that  remains between 
people and the community, , but is also that same 
hurtfulness that keeps us out of relationship with 
God.  
    When forgiveness and mercy prevails, the 
community is healed and as community, Christ, 
the Divine Love is present.  As we keep the 
Commandments, love of God and love of 
neighbor, the virtue of Charity is practiced. 
“Charity is the theological virtue by which we love 
God above all things for his own sake, and our 
neighbor as ourselves for the love of God.” (CCC 
1822).   
     

For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.

Amen, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Question for Children: What is one thing you 
would do for someone whom you loved?

Question for Youth: Jesus tells us about the 
importance of community and friendship. When 
have you helped heal an argument between 
friends? How did that feel?

Question for Adults: How do you make sure you 
follow the way of love as described by Paul in 
today’s reading? What steps do you take to 
eliminate the unloving — grudges, hatred, 
prejudice, or others.

A Simple Act of Love Prayer

Oh God, we love you above all things.
Help us to love ourselves and one another

As Jesus taught us to do.
(Sadlier Publishers)

 Faith, Love and Community  
“In any community, there are going to be differences and difficulties. 
Sometimes, these differences are minor and brought about by 
clashes in personality. Sometimes, though, they are brought about by 
someone acting against the interests of the group.
Jesus is setting out some of the rules for living in the Kingdom and 
knows enough about human nature to know that His own people are 
not going to be immune from this.
   So, today, Matthew lays out some of Jesus’ teaching about 
relationships and what to do when things go wrong.
   It is straightforward wisdom - start by trying to work things out on 
your own - then invite people you can trust to listen and advise - and 
finally ask the community to make the final judgement.
   If someone has hurt another - and refuses to listen and work things 
out - then, in effect, he or she is excluding themselves from the 
community.
   Jesus then hands on to the other disciples the power to bind and to 
loose in heaven.  that He gave to Peter earlier in the Gospel. The 
community also has the gift to discern what is forgiven - and what still 
needs a further change of heart.
   He closes with words that offer comfort and strength - where two or 
three meet in My name, I shall be there with them. This is not a 
random meeting of a few Christians coming together - but a gathering 
of people who have come together in a unity of heart and of purpose.
   The Kingdom is to be a place of openness, trust and honesty where 
differences can be aired and forgiveness given and received.
   This is possible only because the single thing that underpins all the 
rest is love - a love which, at its best, resembles that of Jesus Himself 
- complete and unconditional” (Retrieved from 
<http://wellsprings.org.uk/weekly_wellsprings/year_a/sunday_2
3.htm>

September 8th - Celebrate the Nativity of Mary!
Bake a cake for Mary. Put 10 candles on the cake. Pray one decade 
of the rosary, lighting one candle for each Hail Mary. When you’re 
finished, sing “Happy Birthday” to Mary, and blow out the candles!
See More activities at CatholicIcing.com -”How To Celebrate The 
Nativity Of Mary”

1st Reading: EZ 33:7-9     
Responsorial Psalm:PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
Second Reading: ROM 13:8-10            
Gospel: MT 18:15-20 

Celebrate the Nativity of Mary
September 8th

Happy Birthday Mary,
 Mother of God!

https://youtu.be/8tVl_fh2Lpo
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/catholic-teens/making-moral-choices/how-to-raise-kids-who-care/
https://ocarm.org/en/content/lectio/lectio-divina-matthew-1815-20
https://catholic-link.org/resolve-conflicts-three-insights/
http://rcfaithquest.syrdio.org/
http://wellsprings.org.uk/weekly_wellsprings/year_a/sunday_23.htm
http://wellsprings.org.uk/weekly_wellsprings/year_a/sunday_23.htm
https://www.catholicicing.com/nativity-of-mary/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/090620.cfm



