
Our website RCfaithquest.syrdio.org has many ideas during this Advent Season!

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Last week we lit the candle of Joy and this week, we experience even a deeper
joy as we hear wonderful exchange between Mary and the angel Gabriel. We
are left with a sense of peace as Mary responds, “Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” This is known as Mary’s
fiat (the word fiat means “let it be done”).  This sense of peace does not always
come easily as it requires surrender and trust.  Mary’s story is now our story.
We’ve heard the good news of the Messiah’s coming and we aren’t sure how
this good news can take shape in our lives. But, God waits with us—that’s an
important part of the good news. So where does Christ arrive? Where does
Advent take place? Where does God’s new life happen? God comes to us in the
mess and waits with us. And what exactly is God waiting for? God is waiting for
us to pray with Mary, “Be it done to me according to your word.” Then we can
begin to see how God is already at work transforming chaos into new life. God
comes to us in the disorder of this world and gives us a chance to receive new
life—profound life, mysterious life, re-created life, eternal life...a life of peace.
This week, pray the words of Mary: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; be it
done to me according to your word.” Find the peace that God provides when we
surrender to God’s will.

Lighting the Fourth  Candle of Advent: PEACE!!
2 Thessalonians 3:16 says, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace
at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.”
The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and symbolizes peace.
This name comes from the fact that the angels announced that Jesus came to
bring peace (Luke 2:14). This week we are reminded that Jesus came to bring
peace to our hearts and to our world!

Year of Vocation - Learn about Consecrated Life -  Vocations of Peace 
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you.” (John 14:27) 

+Dominican Sisters of Peace strive to live lives of peace and share the peace of 
Christ with the world.   <https://oppeace.org/>
+Franciscan Sisters of Peace and Franciscan Brothers of Peace proclaim and live 
the gospel of Jesus Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis. 
<https://fspnet.org/our-mission>  <http://www.brothersofpeace.org/>
+Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace and our Associates  promote a contemplative 
spirituality –a gospel spirituality—pursuing justice, they  seek God’s gift of peace. 
<https://csjp.org/> 

These are just a few of the religious orders that are called to promote peace in the world. 
However, the call to promote peace is part of our Universal Call to Holiness through 
baptism.  Peace is a gift from God, given to us through Jesus that we bring to the world. 
Not everyone is called to consecrated life, but we are all called to share Christ, the Prince 
of Peace in the world.    Explore their websites and learn more about sharing the gift of 
peace.
Reflect as a family: As I await the Prince of Peace, how does God wish to offer me His 
peace in my life? How does God need me to offer His peace to those around me? 

THE YEAR OF VOCATIONS
When you hear a call, may you awaken to God’s voice.
When you awaken to God’s voice, may you say yes.
When you say yes, may you follow faithfully.
When you follow faithfully, may you give your life away.
When you give your life away, may God’s people be blessed.

St. Joseph, Patron Saint of the Universal Church, and the Domestic Church, pray for us!

Special Edition 

The Month of December is 
dedicated to the Divine Infancy.

64 – Mary as a prophet of hope

The Twelve Days of Christmas
Day 1 December 25 - Christmas Day
Merry Christmas! Thank you Jesus for coming to us as a little 
child and living among us to show us God’s love.

As a family, write a “Christmas card” to Jesus  Thank him for 
coming to live among us as our Savior.  Have all sign the card 
and place it near the creche.

Day 2 December 26 - St. Stephen’s Day.
 He was the first Christian martyr.  St. Stephen was one of the 
first 'social workers' in the Church, and it was his task to 
organize meals to feed the poor. Britain celebrates this day as 
“Boxing Day”

As a family, create a box to fill in gratitude of Christmas 
blessings. Add gifts of clothing or toys, etc and give to a family in 
need. 

Day 3 December 27 - St. John the Apostle
On the third day is the feast of St. John, the Apostle, "whom 
Jesus loved." St. John is the patron saint of love, loyalty, 
friendships, and authors. He is often depicted in art as the author 
of the Gospel with an eagle, symbolizing "the height he rose to in 
his gospel.

As a family Don’t forget to say “I love you!” to each other.

Day 4 December 28 - The Feast of the Holy 
Innocents
Also known as the Feast of the Holy Innocents (and referred to as 
Childermas) refers to King Herod’s order found in Matthew’s 
account of the king’s reaction to the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecy. (MT 2:16)

Pray for children around the world.  

Day 5 29th December - St. Thomas Becket
He was Archbishop of Canterbury in the 12th century and was 
murdered on 29th December 1170 for challenging the King’s 
authority over the Church. He is the patron saint of secular 
clergy.  diocesan priest is sometimes called a secular priest.

Thank your parish priest and pray for him.

Day 6 - December 30 
In the carol of the 12 days of Christmas, “on the sixth day of 
Christmas my true love gave to me, six geese a’laying:” The 
number six is meant to represent the six days of Creation.

As a family, create a mural depicting the 6 days of Creation.
Discuss how to be better stewards of God’s Creation.

Day 7 - December 31 
In the carol of the 12 Days of Christmas, “On the seventh day of 
Christmas my true love gave to me, seven swans a-swimming", 
the seven swans are meant to remind us of the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  The gifts are: courage, wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, reverence, awe  & wonder, counsel.

As a family, identify these gifts in each other. 

Day 8 - January 1- Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God
This is also the “World Day of Peace”.

Say decade of the rosary with a focus on world peace and 
makes sure you wear blue in remembrance of Mary.

Day 9 - January 2- St. Basil the Great
One of St. Basil’s famous quotes is, “A good deed is never lost; 
he who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who plants 
kindness gathers love.”
― St. Basil

Each member of the family should do a good deed for another 
member of the family.

Day 10 - January 3 - Feast of the Holy Name 
of Jesus (Optional Memorial Day)
The Church reveals to us the wonders of the Incarnate Word by 
singing the glories of His name. The name of Jesus means 
Savior; it had been shown in a dream to Joseph together with its 
meaning and to Our Lady at the annunciation by the Archangel 
Gabriel.

Have the family members tell the stories of their names.  Who 
are you named after? What does your name mean? Is it a saints 
name if yes who and discover their life story.

Day 11 - January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
January 4, 2021 marks the 200th Anniversary Feast Day.  She 
was the first citizen born in the United States to be given the title 
of “Saint.” She is the patron saint of Catholic schools.

As a family, commemorate and celebrate those family members 
who taught you through word and witness about the Catholic 
faith.  

Day 12 - January 5 - Epiphany of the Lord
Because the actual Epiphany falls on a Tuesday, the Church will 
celebrate on the Sunday liturgy of January 3.  On the Epiphany, 
the Magi recognizing Jesus as king, prophet and priest. 
According to legend, the three magi were  Caspar,  Melchior and 
Balthazar

Blessing your home :  20 + C + M + B + 21
For more information about this ritual visit, Busted Halo, 
Bless your door this Epiphany using the prayer and ritual.

http://rcfaithquest.syrdio.org/
https://oppeace.org/
https://fspnet.org/our-mission
http://www.brothersofpeace.org/index.php/our-vision/who-we-are
https://csjp.org/
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/chalk-it-up-bless-your-door-this-epiphany

