
                                                            Diocesan Pastoral Council 

May 19, 2012 

Opening Prayer    Bill Flynn and Larry Hagan led the DPC in opening prayer.  

Opening remarks   Tina Dyer, DPC Executive Secretary, welcomed everyone. She recognized Bishop 

Cunningham and diocesan officials in attendance.  

Welcome  Margi Lawrence, DPC Chairperson. She welcomed people attending for the first time. The 

visiting trustees were welcomed and excused to attend a break out trustee training session. 

Funeral Guidelines  Father Scardella, Director of the Office of Liturgy and chair of the Funeral Guidelines 

ad hoc committee was joined by  committee members Bill Flynn and Tina Dyer. The idea for guidelines 

originated from a funeral panel discussion at the March 2011 DPC plenary session.   Father said Bishop 

Cunningham had two concerns. The first is that funerals in the funeral home have become a trend. 

Families are not bringing loved ones to church perhaps because they have little faith or they feel 

uncomfortable, so they opt to keep everything at the funeral home. Our Church asks us to provide for 

the family the full range of funeral rites for our deceased. We should work with our families and ease 

them into the church situation. The second concern was the use of eulogies at a Funeral Mass.  Eulogies 

have lost their original meaning or purpose. Eulogies are meant to highlight the person’s life of faith. 

99% of the time that is far from what happens.  Pastors are being asked to reflect on the use of eulogies 

recommending they be used sparingly.  If a eulogy is allowed it should be a brief, concise, example of 

the faith of the deceased person.    

Father mentioned that there is confusion over cremation. The Church does allow cremation. The 

preference is that the body be brought to Mass first with cremation following. Most of the time 

cremation happens first. Although acceptable; it is not preferred.  Also there seems to be confusion 

about cremated remains.  It is not acceptable to separate the cremated remains for lockets or bracelets, 

etc. Cremains must be buried. They must treated as we treat the body – as being sacred. 

The guidelines are being sent to all funeral directors in the diocese suggesting they make copies make 

available. The priests will receive copies and will be asked to share with their bereavement teams. 

Questions, comments, suggestions 

• Have there been guidelines before? The diocese has not had guideless before. In 1986 The 

diocese wrote a booklet explaining Funeral Rites. They were not guidelines. 

• Will there be something for the parish if the priest is not there perhaps online for the family to 

start planning the Mass.  Perhaps a funeral planning sheet could be added to the diocesan 

website. This would also allow people to plan their own funeral possibly avoiding other ideas 

that family members may have or the family could begin to plan together.  

• An additional concern with eulogies is the delay it causes for people on a time schedule – such 

as cemetery workers, people from the vault company or military honor guards who are waiting 

at the cemetery.   



• Father said that music for the funeral liturgy should be chosen from an approved list. Secular 

music is not appropriate during the Mass. 

• Father explained that the Funeral Rites has 3 parts:   the Vigil Service, Funeral Mass and Rite of 

Committal.  All three parts should be celebrated.   A lay person or a deacon can lead the Vigil 

Service and the Rite of Committal.  

• Msgr. Yeazel mentioned that on his parish website there is a planning sheet. In reference to 

eulogies he said there is a psychology of anger when a person goes on too long. People can even 

get angry at the priest for allowing it to go on so long.  

• Are calling hours at the church acceptable?  Yes, however it is more work for the funeral 

director. The body must be brought back to the funeral home in the evening; it cannot be left 

unattended overnight in the church.  

• E-mail Fr Scardella if you have more questions at  scardella@ syrdio.org 

Tina asked Father Scardella to give us an overview of what the Office of Liturgy does. He explained the 

office is responsible for: 

The planning of all diocesan liturgical events for example:  the 125th Anniversary Mass, ordinations, 

Chrism Mass, Mass for healing, RCIA training workshops and Rite of Election are all done through this 

office.  If rehearsals are necessary Father oversees them.  Anything liturgical happens through or with 

the assistance of the office. 

• Father conducted 9 workshops to prepare for the new Roman Missal 

• Confirmations are scheduled through his office.  This spring 68 parishes requested confirmation. 

Parishes are being asked to consolidate in their pastoral care areas or possibly come in groups to 

the Cathedral.  Bishop is interested in having a large Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday.  2 

liturgies might be needed.  

• Sept, Oct, Nov, and March are the months that we confirm. Bishop is doing 3-4 Confirmations 

per week, as is Bishop Costello. 

Remarks concerning DPC 

� Tina will be writing to pastors that have not had representation at DPC for 2 or more meetings. 

There should be a parish representative at each meeting!!   

� The term on the DPC is defined by each pastoral council. When you are off your local council you 

should not be attending DPC unless your council (s)elects you to continue to represent them.  

You should be reporting back to your council – not just to the pastor.  

� The Catholic Sun recently ran an article explaining  the function of DPC, how one becomes a 

member, current goals and how DPC benefits from HOPE Appeal.  

� She congratulated the DPC for the 3 significant accomplishments: the Evangelization Tool Box, 

the funeral guidelines and the Q and A sheet on annulments that has been sent to every pastor. 

Vocation Story -Rev. Mr. Chris Seibt     Deacon Christopher is from St Daniel’s parish. He   is in his last 

year of study at St. Mary’s in Baltimore and is scheduled to be ordained in June 2013. He told his 



vocation story and talked about his pastoral year. He began with a question that he was asked by a 

student at Bishop Grimes. “Mr Seibt, why would you want to become a priest?”  

We are in a time called The New Evangelization in response to challenges from without such as new 

possibilities of science and technology and religious freedom. There are challenges from within 

generations of Catholics who do not know the faith and as a result are not practicing their faith. 

Chris’s background involves no particular faith tradition.  He did however attend St Daniels School “to be 

with his friends”.  Although his parents were non Catholics they were avid supporters of all the benefits 

that Catholic education offered. Catholic School is where his faith began; where his story began.  While 

he was at St Daniel’s his mother began seeing all that  Catholic education had to offer. Chris’ mother 

converted to Catholicism and when he was in third grade he and his sister were baptized. 

In third grade a vocation team came to speak to his class. Chris said he was interested in being a priest, 

even if he did not know what a priest did. In Fourth grade after he became an altar server he told his 

mom he wanted to be a priest. She said, “Absolutely not”. He put the idea aside but there was always a 

desire from a very young age. He said he took on other interests which included being an organist, 

landscape architect, a teacher and even dated in high school. With all of them something was always 

missing.  

Chris graduated from Bishop Grimes, thought he would go to Le Moyne and THEN on to the seminary. 

Mom would adjust. In his second year Fr. John Donovan, the Vocation Director, asked him to go to 

Washington to Catholic University. He said no twice. The third time Fr. Donovan asked, Chris said yes. He 

told no one but Msgr. Yennock.  Then he withdrew from LeMoyne to go to Washington.  Mom resisted 

but Chris persisted. On a pilgrimage to Lourdes he said a special prayer to the Blessed Mother for his 

mom. When he returned home his mom was more accepting and even helped him pack.  

In 2005 he arrived at Theological College and began his studies and his life has never been the same. 

There have been tremendous blessings from the people in his parish, people he encounters in various 

pastoral assignments and his family. His father has now begun instruction to convert to Catholicism.  

Chris’s pastoral year was spent with Father Manno at St James.  He enjoyed going to the hospital with 

the pastor, bringing communion to the sick, helping to train people for ministry. He also taught  ninth 

graders at Bishop Grimes,  worked with Father Scardella doing  workshops for the New Roman Missal 

and taught in the Diocesan Formation for Ministry program. 

He said his biggest challenge is that in 2005  there were two priests in his parish and a vibrant school. 

Now the school is closed, there is one priest and many people have moved out of the area or stopped 

going to Mass. In this time of the New Evangelization we must respond to the challenges of our day. We 

have a great responsibility as both married and ordained persons.  

 

 



Diocesan Fraud Policy    Msgr. Yeazel, Vicar General, gave a presentation on the newly adopted 

diocesan fraud policy. He said the last scandal in the Church was abuse. The current scandal is 

embezzlement and fraud and it is extremely serious. 

 Some of the key points included: 

• By way of background: Villanova University sent out a questionnaire to all the dioceses in the 

US. 78/174 diocese responded. The question they asked:  How are you taking care in a fiduciary 

responsible way the funds that you have? 85% of diocese responding said they found 

embezzlement in their churches in the last 5 years. In 29& of these dioceses it was under 

$50.000.  11% said it was over half a million. 

• Our diocesan policy was adopted May 1, 2012. We are following the USCCB accounting practices 

recommendations. 

• What constitutes fraud, how to report it and to whom should you report it?  If you suspect fraud 

report it immediately. People in our diocese to report to: Fr Elmer-Chancellor, John Bersanti-

COO, Father Kopp-Vicar for priests or Doreen Simmons-Diocesan Counsel. 

• The fraud policy is available on the diocesan website . 

• Do not share your suspicions with anyone else on staff. Perhaps you are wrong. That person 

may tell the perpetrator and alert them to stop what they are doing.  They could leave possibly 

move to another parish to continue their activity there. 

• Everyone on staff should be asked to sign the fraud policy document and it should be placed in   

their personnel file. 

• Risk management.  One person should not be the bookkeeper, count money and sign checks. 

There should be a division of responsibility. 

• The Pastor should open all mail having to do with finance and must approve all bills prior to 

payment. 

• Every check must an invoice behind it.  

• Parishes can’t have a rubber stamp a check with the pastor’s name. 

• When a Pastor is on vacation he should not sign blank checks ahead of time. 

• No lay employee can sign checks. For parish ministry accounts there should always be two 

signatures. 

• Two people should take the collection to a safe locked place.    4-6 counting teams of at least 

two people and should rotate people. 

• Cash should not be removed from the collection. Put everything on the books.  

• All checks must be endorsed for deposit only. 

• Deposits must be made immediately.  If they cannot be made until the next day two people 

should drop it in the night deposit and two people bring it back the next day. 

In conclusion Msgr. said that this is not a witch hunt.  There is currently an amnesty period which does 

not apply to matters already under review by the diocese. Restitution will remain a key component to 

anyone who comes forward during this amnesty period.  Copies have been sent to all priests.  



Update on Religious Freedom 

Bishop Cunningham   began his update by saying that we need to speak together as Catholics and as 

American citizens. The HHS mandate allows the federal government to:  1.force religious institutions to 

facilitate and fund a product that is contrary to our own moral teaching such as contraception, 

sterilization and abortion inducing drugs and 2.  to find which religious institutions are religious enough 

to merit protection of their religious liberty. These features of the preventative services mandate 

amount to an unjust law. The issue is religious freedom for practitioners of religion.  

Some examples of religious freedoms that are challenged don’t make it into the press 

• Immigration Laws.  What the government sees as harboring of undocumented immigrants the 

Church deems Christian charity and pastoral care of these immigrants. The most egregious 

event is taking place in Alabama. Catholic Bishops in cooperation with the Episcopal and 

Methodist Bishops have filed suit against the law. The law makes it illegal for the exercise of 

charity to people who are not documented. Christian religious leaders feel that as citizens of 

Alabama they have a right to provide care for people who come to them in need. 

• Altering church structure in governance. In 2009 the judiciary committee of Connecticut 

proposed a bill that would have forced Catholic parishes to be restructured according to a 

congregational model recalling the trustee controversy of the early 19th century and prefiguring 

the federal government attempts to redefine what is a church, religious minister and a religious 

employer. 

• The threat to Christian students on campus.  In its over 100 year history the University of 

California Hastings College of Law has denied student organization status to only one group, the 

Christian Legal Society, because it required its leaders to be Christian and to  abstain from 

sexual activity outside of marriage. 

• Catholic foster care and adoption services .In the Archdioceses of Boston, San Francisco, District 

of Columbia and all dioceses in the state of Illinois local Catholic Charities have been driven out 

of the business of providing adoption or foster care by revoking their licenses and/or by ending 

their government contracts because Catholic Charities refused to place children with same sex 

couples or ummarried opposite sex couples who co-habitate. 

• Discrimination against small church congregations .  NYC enacted a rule that barred the Bronx 

Household of Faith and 60 other churches from renting public schools on weekends for worship 

services, even though non-religious groups could rent the same schools for scores of other uses. 

While this would not impact Catholic parishes that generally own their own buildings it would 

be devastating to many smaller congregations.  

• Discrimination against Catholic humanitarian services   Not withstanding years of excellent 

performance by  the USCCB Migration  and Refugee services in administering contract services 

for victims of human trafficking  the federal government changed its contract specifications 

requiring us to provide referrals for contraception and abortion services in  violation of Catholic 

teaching .Religious institutions should not be disqualified from a government contract based on 

religious belief and they do not somehow lose their religious identity/liberty upon entering such 

contracts.  This is a concern for us because it is a direct intrusion into the religious life of 

organizations. Religious liberty is more than freedom of religion and freedom of worship. It 

about our ability not only to go to Mass on Sunday and say the rosary but our ability to 

contribute to the common good of American society.  If we want to continue to have a free, 

creative and robust society we need to be able to stand up and be counted. 



The Union of American Orthodox Congregations of America issued a Statement about the 

administration’s contraception and sterilization mandate that captured the danger of what we 

face. This is their statement: Most troubling is the administration’s underlying rationale for this 

decision which appears to be a view that if a religious entity in not insular but engaged with 

broader society it loses its character and liberties.  

This is not a Catholic issue, not a Jewish issue, not an Orthodox issue, not a Mormon issue. It is 

an American issue. We have to do all we can to foster and strengthen our religious freedom. The 

policy of our government has always been scrupulously to guard against political interference in 

religious affairs. Support efforts of religious freedom with whatever means possible. Work with 

legislators, with the executive branch and with the judicial branch. We must stand together 

although we might disagree with some of the individual applications of the law, the over arching 

law protecting our religious freedom needs to be protected.  

 On a nation level, there is going to be a Fortnight of Prayer from June 21 to July 4th. Two weeks 

of prayer for religious liberty and parishes are being asked to participate.  

 

Q an A with Bishop Cunningham 

Are non-Catholic spouses permitted to have a Mass of Christian burial?  Yes, if it not contrary 

to their beliefs or wishes.  It should be a baptized person. 

 

What is your experience with eulogies?   The time issue can be a bit disconcerting. People take 

time off and expect the funeral to last about an hour and 15 minutes. Sometimes the eulogies 

take too long and are not relevant to the faith life of the person.  The eulogy should be short and 

have a faith dimension. It is an emotional time and can be difficult for the pastor to suggest that 

another time would be better for these stories. He  suggested the funeral home or when the 

family gathers for the luncheon.  

 

If a deacon is present at a liturgy should he be reading the intercessory prayers? The rubrics 

call for this. Even at a Confirmation, if a deacon is present, he should read the intercessory 

prayers. 

 

Is it possible for a Catholic to receive communion at two funeral Masses in the same day? And 

in addition to a daily Mass? If it is a totally different celebration the Church allows multiple 

receptions of communion.   

 

Any thought to instituting a formalized religious education program? The diocese approves 

religious text books. The scope and sequence in the text should be followed.  The basics should 

be happening at home. Parents are supposed to be the first and best teachers of the faith. It is 

discouraging that young people don’t know their basic prayers. No religious education program 

can address all these issues. 

 



How will you enforce priests to adhere to the funeral guidelines? Many priests allow 

numerous eulogies.  These are guidelines; not a law. I don’t believe in passing a law that I can’t 

enforce. I believe that priests are looking for guidelines. Priests who wish to follow them will 

have something to look to.  Priests may do something different because they have made a 

pastoral judgment.  We can only encourage, persuade and try to show people that there are 

other possibilities. 

 

Has consideration been given to Confirmation candidates to receive in a school ceremony? 

This has happened in other places; not in this diocese.  The parish church is the place to do it or 

the Cathedral which is everyone’s church. It is better for people to identify with the parish 

community and receive the sacraments with the other people of the parish.  Bishop enjoys going 

around the diocese and seeing their eager young faces.  You see young people prepared at 

different levels. All parishes are not the same.  

The faith life of grandparents is tremendously important. Many grandparents are sponsors or 

youngsters are taking the grandparents name at Confirmation. It shows how important the 

grandparents are in the lives of the young people. This is evangelization; passing on the faith 

from generation to generation.   

Bishop’s confirmation talk to the young people at Confirmation includes:  

• 1. Prayer. Talking to friends is important; God is your friend. Stay in touch through daily 

prayers and Sunday Mass. Sunday Mass is the hallmark of a Catholic gentleman and 

Catholic lady. Pray for God’s guidance and help in living out your life of faith. All have a 

vocation to holiness. Certain characteristics that you need as a follower of the Lord. 2. 

Have confidence in yourself. You’ve been made by God and He’s made you into 

someone very special.  3.. Have charity for one another.  It can be difficult in high 

school. Make sure there is room in your group for everyone. Finally, have courage to 

stand up for what you believe and defend your Catholic faith.   Young people need to be 

nurtured strengthened and challenged in their Catholic faith.  There are many outside 

activities vying for their attention.  

 

Bishop’s vision for the diocese  is that we have strong and healthy parishes. You help make 

them that way. I hope every parishioner and every pastor would want to make their parish the 

best that it can be and the schools the best that they can be through active involvement. 

Realistically in our future, there won’t be priests in every parish. It is going to change but it 

doesn’t undercut our effort to make our churches the very best that they can be. 

 

11:50 Margie closed the meeting. Chris Seibt offered the blessing. 

A picnic lunch/dismissal followed. 

Kathleen Kreinheder 

Secretary Pro Tem 

 



 

 


