
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
                              March 22, 2014
 
 
OPENING PRAYER was led by Dcn. Bob Talomie and Dcn. Tom Cuskey.  Music was provided by

 Larry Hagan.
 
Welcome - Tina Dyer, DPC Executive Secretary, introduced diocesan staff who were present and gave
a special welcome to Dane Connelly, a seminarian, who is doing his pastoral year with Fr. Manno at St.
James  in Syracuse.  Dane’s home parish is St. Patrick in Chittenango.  
 
Tina referenced several materials contained in the folders:

o   The Light is On materials to be copied and put in parish bulletins - one sheet on

‘how to go to confession’ and another on ‘examination of conscience’
o   To be given to parish finance committees - 2 examples of an annual ‘State of the

Parish Review” – one from St. James in Syracuse that the parish representatives seemed
to like
o   An idea  for  a  Christmas  gift  for  parishioners  –  St.  James  in  Syracuse  gave

parishioners  at  Christmas  a  4x6  refrigerator  magnet  which  listed  Mass  schedules,
confession  times,  rosary  recitation,  www  site,  email  information,  etc.  Fr.  Manno
indicated the cost to be about 25cents each.
o   Copies  of  Bishop  Cunningham’s pastoral  letter  “Faith  –  a  gift  received  –  a

treasure to be shared” were distributed with the suggestion that sections of the letter be
reproduced  in  the  parish  bulletins.   Many  parishioners  have  not  had  access  to  the
pastoral letter.  This would give them the opportunity to read the pastoral letter.
o   Copies of the “Prayer for the New Evangelization” were distributed with the 

suggestion that this prayer be used at parish meetings.
 

Tom Tynan, DPC Chairperson, welcomed everyone, including first time attendees.
 
PCA Process Update - Brother Ed Falsey presented a comprehensive power point update on “Seeing
Natural Bridges.”   He reviewed what has happened to date and outlined recommendations from the
focus groups on:  weaknesses  of parishes,  possible  areas  of parish collaboration,  evangelization in
parishes, Mass scheduling, inter-parish activities, identifying roles where training is needed, identifying
groups where parishes can work together, using consultative bodies more effectively and  concerns
impacting parishes today and in the future.
 
At the end of the presentation a question surfaced from the floor regarding how to get the information
about these PCA sessions out to the people in the pews.  Two people responded – one saying that there
was a summary written up and included in their parish bulletin.  Another person indicated that one of



his trustees had given a pulpit presentation at the end of Mass.  (Just before lunch, during his remarks,
Bishop Cunningham mentioned the importance of communicating to parishioners what transpired at
their particular PCA sessions.  There are no secrets – people need to know and understand what is
happening.)
 
Following Br. Ed’s presentation, 3 of the PCA facilitators, John Buda, Don Lynch and Connie Whitton
spoke about their experiences as facilitators of the process.   
 
Heritage Campaign Parish Grants Available for Young Adult Ministry - Bob Walters, Director of
Youth Ministry, explained the process for the 2014-2015 Young Adult  Heritage Grant  process and
timelines.  This year  only, $100,000 has been allocated for grants to parishes, or groups of parishes,
that will  provide creative approaches that focus on evangelization of young adults ages 18-39.  (in
subsequent years there only will be $50,000 in available funds)   The grants can be up to $7,500 and
have the potential of being renewed for two additional years. (each year requires a new application and
approval  by  the  diocesan  committee.   When  requesting  grant  money  parishes  need  to  consider
programs for all young adults – single, married and/or with families.    Simple application forms, with
only 6 questions, were distributed to the parish representatives with the request that these be taken back
to their parish pastoral council.
 
Endorsement of a New Mission Statement - Tom Tynan presented information regarding the current
mission statement and explained the reasons why the Executive Committee thought that, after 10 years,
there was a need to endorse  a new one.  The current mission statement is long.  Tom pointed out that
probably no one can remember it unless s/he is able to read it.  Also, there are parts of the statement
that are redundant.
 
The USCCB as well as our own diocese has been using the phrase
            OUR CATHOLIC FAITH      KNOW IT     LIVE IT    SHARE IT
 
In Bishop Cunningham’s November pastoral letter he uses the phrase 8 times.  It is on the letterhead of
material being disseminated by the diocesan evangelization office.  The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops uses the phrase on its material for their 4 year evangelization plan.   The phrase is
short, easy to remember and ‘catchy.’    
 
By voice vote the membership approved recommending to Bishop Cunningham that this become the
new diocesan mission statement.
 
Update on the Emmaus Program  -  Sheila Austin, coordinator of the Emmaus Program at St. James
in  Syracuse,  gave  an  update  on  their  program and she  also  suggested  some one-on-one hands-on
evangelization  ideas  that  parishes  could  easily  put  into  practice.  Many  times  we  think  of
evangelization as reaching out to those who have fallen away from the Church.  But,  the Emmaus
Program is trying to bring the presence of Christ to others.  They are a ministry of presence and service



to the peripheries, not just within our church walls, but rather, going beyond to our neighborhoods and
often venturing into places we had never expected to be.  These places are the peripheries – the places
where the people in need are.  They are not coming to us or to our church, so we need to go out to
them.  
 
During a photo power point presentation examples were given how individuals or small groups can
begin to reach out to others.  Some of her suggestions were:

o   Participate next January in the Diocesan “Week of Witness” 

o   Make a special visit to a neighbor

o   Prepare a meal for a neighbor or someone in need

o   Check your closets and remove clothing no longer used and donate to St.

Vincent DePaul, the Rescue Mission or the Salvation Army  
o   Call someone you have not seen in a long time

o   Make an attempt at reconciliation with someone

o   Start  small  –  perhaps  a  daily  Mass  group could  make  sandwiches  for

distribution at a local church or organization
o   Visit someone in the hospital or nursing home

o   Do something to learn more about your faith

o   Invite someone to go to church with you this weekend!

o   Have parishioners sign cards at Easter, Christmas, etc. after all the Masses

for the homebound
o   Invite parishioners to bring socks, mittens, etc. to church to be distributed

to the homeless
 
At the end of Sheila’s presentation she gave everyone present a ‘starter bag’ which can be given to
people who appear to be in need.  It is a way to start the conversation with someone.   They were small
brown paper bags which each contained a pair of socks, pieces of candy, crackers/cookies or other
small edible items.  Sheila is interested in receiving feedback from DPC members about how they used
the bags.  She can be reached at: emmaus@st.jamessyr.org
 
One of the Council members suggested to Sheila that she make a DVD of the material on her power
point slides and make this available to parish pastoral councils.
 
Remarks and Questions/Answers - Bishop Cunningham began by talking about the March for Life in
February that over 600 from our diocese made the trip to Washington to join the march.  About 5000
people were in attendance that morning at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception where
Bishop presided at Liturgy.  
 
Ceara Curry, a teenager from the parish of Sacred Heart, Cicero who participated in the march and 
spoke about her experience in Washington.  Her comments indicated how strongly she feels that, we, as
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Catholics, can make a difference.
 
Some of the written questions Bishop responded to were:
 

Thank you  for  the  ‘Light  is  On’ twice  a  year.  It  really  sets  well  with  me as  such  a
welcoming tool.  Where did this originate?  The ‘Light is On’ is being done in a number of
parishes across the country, most notably in the Archdiocese of Washington and the Archdiocese
of New York.  In New York State it essentially started downstate with many parishes setting
aside  the  Monday  of  Holy  Week  for  the  sacrament  of  reconciliation  and  was  often  called
“Reconciliation  Monday.”  Last  year  in  New  York  State  all  8  dioceses  participated  and
hopefully every Catholic church was open for certain hours on that  Monday.  The point  of
having it in every church is so that it would make people feel free to approach any priest in our
parishes during these set times for confession.  I am asking again that our parishes be open on

Monday, April 14th from 4 until 7 for the sacrament of reconciliation.  One parish where I heard
confessions last year had greeters at the door and soft music playing in the background.

 
Has a new priest personnel policy been established?  If so, what is it?   There are no new
policies.  Existing policies are being put together in a handbook.

 
When a priest reaches 75 he must, by Canon Law, submit his resignation to the bishop for his
pastoral responsibilities.  It is then up to the bishop to accept that resignation whenever he feels
it is appropriate.  At the present time we have about 90 retired priests in our diocese and about
135 active priests.  We could not handle the work of the diocese without the assistance of our
retired priests.  We have 13 priests over the age of 75 who are still active as pastors.  

 
This Monday will be the funeral of Fr. Kiernan, a 90 year old priest of our diocese.  During the
past six months in Br. Ed’s community 4 Friars stationed in the diocese have been called home
to  the  Lord.  Two  of  them  were  active  pastors  –  one  was  the  pastor  in  two  parishes  in
Binghamton and the other was the pastor at Minoa and Bridgeport.  Each of those instances
causes us concern and wonder about how we will be able to fill those vacancies.  
 
Will there be a major diocesan campaign this year?  If so will there also be the annual
HOPE Appeal or will that be suspended this year?  There will be a HOPE Appeal campaign
this  year.  The  decision  has  not  been  made  as  to  whether  or  not  there  will  be  a  capital
campaign.  Right now a plan being considered is that half of what is collected in a parish would
go to the diocese and half would stay in the parish.  This idea seems to be seen as a favorable
one at the present time.

 
How many parishes have you visited?  What plans do you have for personally visiting
parishes?  At  the  present  time  we  have  134  parishes  and  I  have  visited  probably  110. 
Confirmation takes up a lot of the weekends during the spring and fall, and as the pastor, I need



to be present at the Cathedral on Sundays when I can.  However, for special celebrations in
parishes, I try to attend when I am invited.

 
Will we be allowed to start planning Mass schedules for our PCA groups?   The diocese
does not schedule your Mass schedule.  That is something that should be discussed and decided
among the parishes in your PCA.

 
            
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Joseph Stanton
DPC Secretary
 

Mark your calendars – Next Plenary – May 17


