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The Light is On for You – Advent 

Parish Suggestions for Implementation 

Welcome/Hospitality 

 Prepare your gathering space: is it welcoming and warm? Will guests be 
greeted and given information about where to go?  

 Arrange for 2 to 3 greeters: if possible, recruit two or three parishioners to act 
as greeters in the gathering area. Reiterate that they must be welcoming, but 
also discreet.  

 Organize informational materials: providing people with a special prayer card 
that includes information about making a good confession, the Act of Contrition, 
parish information, and mass times is a special and welcoming gesture. Consider 
offering a recent bulletin for guests to take home with them. Include links to your 
parish website and social media pages on whatever information you hand out 
this evening.  

Communications 

 Mention the upcoming Light is On for You event in homilies leading up to 
the actual date: reassure parishioners who have not made confession in quite a 
while that they will be welcomed, and that there will be resources for them to help 
them through the process of making the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Making a 
connection between the father in the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
and the joy that Jesus feels when we return to the church and make confession 
may be a successful way to encourage parishioners to participate.  

o Other suggested readings for communications leading up to the 
Advent Light is On for You event include: Deuteronomy 6:3-9, Sirach 
28:1-7, Jeremiah 7:21-26, Joel 2:12-19, Micah 6:1-4; 4-6, Luke 8:9-14, 
John 8:1-11, Matthew 9:9-13, 1 John 4:16-21, John 15:9-14, John 20:19-
23 

 Include mention of the event in the church bulletin, on your parish website, 
and on your social media pages.  

 Create an easy-to-understand “Guide to Confession” and make it available 
for download on your parish website. 

 Consider special outreach to parish families, like an email news blast, or a 
document that is sent home to parents of children enrolled in Religious 
Education. 

Additional Ideas 

 Offer a brief evening prayer meeting before confession begins. 
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