
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Evangelization Toolbox” 

Diocesan Pastoral Council 
May 2011 

 

This document will be available on the diocesan web site at www.syrdio.org and will be  

updated as parish representatives  forward information to the DPC Executive 

Secretary, 240 E Onondaga St., Syracuse, NY 13202 

 

OUTREACH 

 
 “Operation: Cookies for Christmas”  - Annunciation, Clark Mills. 

  315-853-6138.  For 10 years the parish has collected and shipped homemade  

  cookies, DVDs and other items to service men deployed overseas during the 

  Thanksgiving/Christmas season.  The local American Legion helps with the  

  shipping costs. 

 
 “Food Pantry” - Blessed Sacrament, Syracuse.  315-437-3394.   This pantry 

  covers the 13206 zip code.  Open Thursdays January through October.  Eligible 

  people may come once a month and receive a week’s worth of groceries. 

 Clients must bring proof of address and proof of the number living in the 

 household.  Volunteers take the clients through the pantry to shop for food.  It  

 depends on how many are in the family on the amount of food that they will 

 receive.  Some personal items are also available such as deodorant, toothpaste, 

 paper towels, etc.  The area Baptist, Methodist and Reform Churches all collect  

 food for the pantry and volunteer to help.  The Eastwood area has seen a 50% 

 increase of people in need in the past few years.  In November and December the  

 pantry is closed except for emergencies.  In October new/slightly used clothing is 

 collected for distribution on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

 “Agape Shop” - St. Lucy, Syracuse.   315-475-7273.  Used clothing and  

 household goods. 

 

 “Church Charity Baby Shower”   - St. Paul, Norwich.  607-336-2222. 

  New/gently used baby items are collected and donated to the Catholic Charities 

  Distribution Center.  Items include clothing, crib blankets/sheets, diapers, 

  formula and other baby products. 

  

“Oxford Inn”  - Blessed Sacrament, Syracuse.  315-437-3394.  Volunteers 

 make sandwiches once a month for the men at Oxford Inn.  Also, the parish  

collects socks for the men. 

 

 

 “Coat Drive”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Sponsored by 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  the youth of the parish to collect new/gently used coats for people of all ages. 

 

 “John Bosco House”  - Housed in the former St. George Church in Utica.  This 

home is run by the Catholic deacons of the Greater Utica Area.  It is for young 

men who are in need of shelter, spiritual guidance and vocational formation. 

 

 “Usable Clothing and Canned Goods”  - Our Lady of Good Counsel, Verona.  

315-363-7696.  Purchased a small out building and placed it in the back of the 

church for usable clothing and canned food.   Donors can get receipts for tax 

deductions. 

 

 “Care Packages for College Students”  - Blessed Sacrament, Syracuse.  

315-437-3394.  Send Halloween and Easter care packages with cards from the 

elementary students to the parish college students. 

 

 “St. Bernadette Bistro” - St. Mary, Cleveland.   315-675-3542.  A senior 

citizen program sponsored by Oswego County Opportunities.  The parish 

provides the facility so that seniors can meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays for a variety of activities - including games, Lights on the Lake at 

Christmas, etc. Every Thursday an community bus takes them grocery shopping.   

The parish senses the importance of being welcoming to all people in their small 

community. 

  

In addition to opening their facility to the seniors, St. Mary in Cleveland hosts a 

Head Start program. 

  

“Sandwich Program”, Assumption, Syracuse.  315-422-4833.   This program 

serves sandwiches seven days a week.  No beverages are available. It is not an 

eat-in program.  People come and take a bag lunch consisting of 2 sandwiches 

and dessert/fruit.  175-200 are served daily.  Some parishes make sandwiches 

and bring them to Assumption and volunteers from several parishes help with the 

distribution of food. 

  

“Food Pantry”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  697-748-8287.  Emergency 

food supply for residents of Vestal, allowing for 3 meals a day for 5 days. 

 

 “Soup Kitchen” -  Our Lady of Good Counsel, Endicott.  607-748-7417.   This 

soup kitchen is open Friday nights and now has expanded to a clothing giveaway 

and a vegetable garden.  All left over food is sent home with the dinner guests 

along with any fresh fruit or vegetables that might be on hand.  The program has 

brought about 150 people into the parish who were not active before. 

 

 “Bread of Life Meal”, St. Lucy, Syracuse.  315-475-7273.   A free lunch 

program every Wednesday for those in need in the community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Knap-Snack Buddy Program”  - St. Mary, Cleveland/St. Bernadette,  

 Constantia.  315-675-3542.  A program that works in conjunction with the local 

  Methodist Church and the public school system for elementary students who live 

  below the poverty level.  Every Friday afternoon these students are given a  

 “knapsack” containing such things as: individual cereal boxes, small juice boxes, 

  bananas, apples, cheese/crackers, etc. to ensure they have food to eat over the 

  weekend.   The parish provides the money, while volunteers purchase, pack and 

  deliver the knapsacks to the school. 

     Expanded Program 

 “Back Pack Buddies” - St. Mary, Cleveland.  315-675-3542.  Summer program  

 that provides sandwiches for kids who can’t afford lunch.  Done in cooperation  

 with the Methodist Church.  (60% of the children are on the school free lunch 

 program.) 

 

 “Visitation Ministry” - Our Lady of Lourdes, Syracuse.  315-476-9576. 

  Volunteer group who visits parishioners (or anyone who requests) either in 

  nursing homes, hospitals or at their homes.  This is done on a rotating basis. 

 

 “Evangelization Breakfasts” - St. Joseph, Sanitaria Springs.  607-775-0086.  

  Each month there is a Sunday breakfast open to the entire community.  It is  

 advertised the week before on a sign outside the church.  Our opening hymn is 

  Larry Hagan’s “Arise and Evangelize.”.  The hope is that this activity will not 

 only draw more people to the parish but that it also will become a successful fund 

raiser. 

 

 “Country Pantry”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138.  

  Associated with the Food Bank of Central NY, this food pantry is a broad based 

  ecumenical effort that serves the Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland area. 

  13 area churches collaborate to provide 9 meals a month to 97 families.  Area 

  Boy Scouts, youth groups and volunteers help to distribute.  

 

 “Poor Garden” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.   Large  

 vegetable garden tended by youth and families with the harvest given to CHOW. 

 

 “Parish Garden” - Contact Person: Marysia Czachor, 315-592-5013.  A  

 vegetable garden where parishioners plant, tend and then donate fresh vegetables 

 to their parish or local food pantry. 

 
Legion of Mary, St. Patrick, Jordan.  Contact person: Jane Klaben, 

315-689-7464.  Visitations to hospitals, in nursing homes, the newly baptized, 

those who are grieving and they also participate in door-to-door evangelization. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quilts for the Homeless” - St. Anthony of Padua, Cortland.  607-756-9967.   A  

 group of women who gather to sew sleeping bags for homeless and shelters 

. 

“Prayer Shawl Ministry” - St. Patrick, Jordan.  315-689-9051. 

             The Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.   

   607-754-1266 

A ministry where parishioners knit or crochet a shawl and lap covers for 

parishioners who are homebound or in nursing homes.   Those making the 

shawls say prayers with intentions for the recipient of the shawl. 

 

 “Project Southern Comfort” -  Contact person: Norm Andrezejewski, 

315-457-6060.   This ministry is an organization of volunteers based in Central 

New York whose mission is to restore hope to the people of the Gulf Coast by 

rebuilding homes, lost to hurricane Katrina, one home at a time. 

 

 “Food Pantry”  - St. Anne, Mother of Mary, Mexico.  315-963-7182.  Food 

pantry is open Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.  The pantry serves 

as the ecumenical pantry for the Mexico School District.  Thanksgiving baskets 

are provided for those who sign up through the pantry. 

  

St. Joseph, Camillus.  315-488-8490.  The parish currently provides around 175 

Thanksgiving baskets as part of their outreach ministry.  Rather than storing 

frozen or refrigerated turkeys, those organizing the baskets ask for donations of 

gift cards instead. 

 

 Fill a Bus” - Holy Family, Syracuse.   315-488-3139.   A group of high school 

students conduct a “fill a bus” food drive in November as they drive through the 

community collecting food which is then delivered to the parish food pantry for 

holiday baskets. 

  

“Fuel Aid Collection”  - Christ Our Light, Pulaski.  315-298-5350.  Since 

many other organizations provide extra food during the holidays this parish offers 

a Fuel-Aid collection.  The proceeds provide small grants to households that have 

fallen into arrears in paying utility bills.  The amount may not pay the entire bill, 

it will provide financial aid which the parish pays directly to the utility companies 

concerned. 

 

 “Grocery Bags”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-722-3988.  The youth 

group prepared grocery bags with lists of needed food items for the holiday 

dinners.  Parishioners took the empty bags and brought them back filled the 

following weekend.  Each family also received a $15 gift card to a local grocery 

store. 

 

“Christmas Basket Program”  -   St. Mary, Cleveland/St. Bernadette, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constantia. 315-675-3542.  The parish began the program to provide baskets for 

the poor in the area and have opened it up for participation from the community, 

schools, other churches and civic organizations. 

 

 

 “Coats for Christmas” - St. Paul, Norwich.  607-336-2222.  New/gently used  

 winter clothing items such as: boots, mittens, scarves, coats, gloves, etc. are 

 collected and given to Catholic Charities to be distributed at Christmastime. 

 

 “Holiday Project: Adopt a Family”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills 

  315-853-6138.  Parish families and Confirmation students adopt needy families  

 During the holiday season. 

 

 “Thou Shall Knot” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A group of 

 women meet each week to create sleeping bags filled with winter warmth items to 

 aid the homeless and shelters in the area. 

 

 “Hope House”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.   The parish 

  sponsors a group home for the mentally handicapped.  Residents are transported  

  to Mass at the church. 

 

 

HOSPITALITY/WELCOMING 

 

 “A User-Friendly Parish - Becoming a MORE Welcoming Community”  
 Contact person:  Tina Dyer, Diocesan Pastoral Council, 315-470-1471 or 315- 

 592-5566.   An easy-to-read, “hands on” book.  9 short chapters with discussion 

 questions at the end of each chapter.  Suggested to be read through and then 

 discussed chapter by chapter at parish pastoral council meetings.  

 

 “Hospitality for Parish Shut-ins”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills. 

  315-853-6138.  The Annunciation Church Family Volunteers organization 

  sends Easter/birthday cards to shut-ins, delivers poinsettias during Advent, 

  coordinates leaf raking for seniors and delivers free take-out dinners from church  

  dinners. 

 

 “Welcoming and Gathering the Assembly” - St. Lawrence, DeRuyter.  Contact 

  person: Dcn. Larry Brickner, 607-849-3857.    In this small parish people are 

  welcomed and gathered for worship at every weekend Mass. Also at the end of  

 Mass special announcements are made about upcoming birthdays, anniversaries, 

 baptisms, etc. 

 

 “Judy’s Café” - St. Anthony of Padua, Endicott.  607-754-4333.   Meeting  

 place for youth as well as for adults after daily morning Mass.  Café is on the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 first floor providing coffee, soda, and pastries.  Upstairs is a livingroom setting 

 with TV, sofa, chairs, etc.  Prayer shawl ministry and other groups meet there for 

 coffee and refreshments.  Parishioners donate home made Italian pastries for sale. 

 

 “Evelyn’s House”  - Our Lady of Lourdes, Utica.  315-724-3155.  House for 

unwed mothers and babies. 

 

 “Welcome Committee”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A 

small team that makes home visits to new parishioners.  This informal 

welcoming arrangement provides information about parish activities as well as an 

opportunity to gather information concerning the sacramental status of the family.  

If necessary, this would be a perfect time to offer information concerning the 

annulment process or having children baptized, confirmed, etc. 

 

“Coffee Hour to Welcome New Parishioners”  - St. Mary, Cortland.  

607-756-9967.  When new parishioners register they are given a packet of 

information and an invitation to attend a bi-annual coffee hour dedicated to 

welcoming new members.  Name tags are provided and the social committee 

makes a special effort to introduce them to others. 

 

“Annual Welcome Mass”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138.  

Once a year the parish has a Mass to welcome newcomers to include those 

baptized, married, or newly registered in the last year.  The Confirmandi are 

welcomed this weekend as well during a “Presentation of Candidates” where they 

receive a hard copy of Catholic Youth Bible.   Refreshments and fellowship 

follow. 

 

“Pastor Transition Program”  - St. Augustine, Baldwinsville.  315-638-0585.   

A program to provide a smooth transition between an outgoing pastor and an 

incoming one. 

 

 “Cathedral Square Project” - Cathedral, Syracuse.  315-422-4177.  Plan for 

development of a downtown block surrounding the Cathedral. 

 

 “Parish Quilt” - St. Patrick, Otisco.  Contact person: Marie Nolan, 

315-636-8457.  Parish prepared two hanging quilts made up of squares 

representing each family.  The families developed their own square and all were 

stitched together and then hung from the choir loft. 

 

 “Bereavement Ministry- Preparing for the Liturgy” 

  Holy Trinity, Fulton.  315-598-2118.            

  Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607754-1266.  

Follows a well thought out form with each family at the death of a loved one.  

The form includes such things as:  the name of the undertaker, readers, hymns, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

readings, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Bereavement Luncheons”  
  

Holy Trinity, Fulton.  315-598-2118.  An excellent way to reach out to lapsed 

Catholics who come to attend a funeral in the parish.  Salads, hot dishes and 

desserts are provided by parishioners.  Parish furnishes a meat tray and rolls. 

 

 St. Anthony of Padua, Cortland.  607-756-9967. 

 Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607-754-1266.   

Cooking, set-up and serving are provided by a large group of 

parishioners including some who bring desserts. 

 

 Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Four teams of volunteers who 

rotate to provide lunches for families who have just buried a loved 

one. 

 

 Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Syracuse.  315-422-2343.  Once a year a 

bereavement Mass and luncheon is held for all family and friends 

who had their funeral Mass from the parish that year. 

 

 “Bereavement Breakfast Tray” - St. Mary, Clinton.  315-853-2935.   The 

  Family Out-reach Committee, offers a bereavement breakfast tray as part of our 

  support to families in need.  A volunteer contacts a family member of the 

  deceased parishioner and offers to provide a continental breakfast tray to be  

  dropped off at their home on the morning of the funeral Mass.  Included is a  

  handwritten note of sympathy from the parish. 

 

 “Adult Funeral Servers” -  

  Holy Trinity, Fulton.  315-598-2188. 

  Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607-754-1266 

Adult  men and women are used at funerals.  The ministry is open 

to all with no age limit. 

 

 

“CANNED” EVANGELIZATION PROCESSES 
 

 “Awakening Faith” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John, Liverpool.  315-652-6591. 

 Holy Cross, DeWitt.  315-446-0473. 

 Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287. 

    A program of 6 week sessions aimed at nurturing alienated Catholics back 

to active participation in the life of the Church. 

 

 “Welcome Home” - St. Joseph/St. Stephen, Oswego.  315-343-2160.    

 A process to welcome back lapsed Catholics.   

 

 

“Making Disciples Project”  - Annunciation, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138.  A 

systematic approach  to life long faith formation to meet the changing 

requirements and trends of the information age.  A Good News Foundation grant 

and Annunciation Church Family Volunteer funding enabled investments to 

update the K-8 curriculum with online resources and staff training; more 

interactive,  youth and young adults oriented Bibles, information technology 

(laptop commuters, digital projectors with screens and mobile computer carts) to 

support quality catechist preparation, engaging classroom instruction and 

activities. 

 

 “Growing Faith”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Offered for 

4 weeks during Advent and Lent.  This program brings people together in small 

groups to discuss various topics related to the Church and her teachings. 

 

 “Amazing God”  - A process being used by the Albany Diocese for 

evangelization and community building.    Go to www.amazinggodrcd .org 

 

 

HOMILY 
 

 “The Role of the Prophet” - Contact person: Fr. Timothy Elmer, Chancery, 

315-422-7203.  A homily that outlines the role of a parishioner in everyday 

evangelization. 

 

 

MUSIC 

 

“Evangelization Hymn” - “Arise and Evangelize” composed by Larry Hagan, Our Lady 

of Lourdes, Utica.  315-797-4161 or 10LHmusic@gmail.com 

 

 

LAY MINISTRY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “A Creative Way to Involve Parishioners in Ministry” -   St. Augustine, 

Baldwinsville.  315-638-0585.  This parish has a covenant weekend in order to 

recruit volunteers.  When parishioners sign up for a particular ministry, they sign 

a covenant for one year in that ministry. 

 

 “Time and Talent Survey”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287. 

     St. Margaret, Homer 607-749-2542   

Conducted annually.  Parishioners are given the opportunity to hear about the  

ministries at the parish and how they can join in.  Surveys are passed out after the 

homily and people are invited to use their time and talents for the good of the 

parish. 

 

FAITH FORMATON(students) 
 

 “Catechists Corner”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138. 

 Accessible on the parish web site.  The “Catechists Corner” provides links to  

 inspirational videos and other resources for catechists. 

 

 “Implementing Whole Community Catechesis”  - St. Helena, Sherrill. 

  315-363-3882.  Addresses the need for life-long catechesis.  Parish sacramental 

  programs help engage the whole family encouraging them to work together by  

  giving them a “question of the week” to discuss at home. 

 

 “Family Based Catechesis”  - St. Anthony, Endicott.  607-754-4333.  Parents  

  and children meet together once a month at church going through a religious 

  education program together as a family.  There are take home packets and 

  homework is assigned.  The results are hopeful since parents are doing the  

  homework with their children. 

 

 “Peace Camp” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A week long 

  summer program to teach skills in anger management, conflict resolution and  

  peacemaking. 

 

 “Vacation Bible School”  - St. Francis of Assisi, Binghamton.  607-722-4388. 

   Interdenominational Bible Study for grades K-6 in the summer.  The focus is 

   on common Bible themes.  Three neighborhood churches rotate the location  

   each year and share teachers and support personnel.  Parishioners from each 

   church donate supplies and refreshments.   

 

 “Snacks and Supervision”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A 

  social program offered prior to our weekday elementary faith formation classes 

  where children are supervised in a safe setting.  Students have a chance to snack 

  and socialize with their friends and peers. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Summer Religious Education Program”  - St. Augustine, Baldwinsville. 

   315-638-0585.   An innovative summer program open for students in grades 6 

   through 10.  The students have an intensified week-long program that replaces 

   the fall semester at a time when families are often busy and also it makes it 

   easier to get teachers to teach for one week in the summer rather than for a  

   whole semester.  This might be something a parish might want to try to work 

   out with neighboring parishes. 

 

 “Faith Formation Trifold” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.   A 

  handy guide to curriculum, classes, session offerings, philosophy and schedules. 

 

“Variety of Religious Education Programs”  - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

Baldwinsville.  315-652-4300.  Elementary School children have a choice of 

home schooling the material or attending formal classes.  Middle School students 

have the choice of attending several one hour classes during the year of attending 

an entire week during the summer.  Confirmation students are prepared for the 

sacrament with 2 years of classes, service projects, retreats, Youth Masses, etc.   

Vacation Bible School is offered for elementary school children for one week 

during the summer. 

 

 “JWALKING”  - St. Margaret, Homer.  607-749-2542.  JWALKING is a 

form of JustFaith for Teens. 

 

“Peer Ministry” - St. Cecilia, Solvay.  315-488-3221 

 A Confirmation program where students teach students. 

 

“Faith Formation Trifold” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.   A 

handy guide to curriculum, classes, session offerings, philosophy and schedules. 

 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 
“Dinner and Dialogue”  - St. Mary, Skaneateles.  315-685-5083.  The current 

pastor is doing a “Dinner and Dialogue” at a local dining establishment.  Anyone 

in the community is invited to come and discuss anything about the Catholic faith. 

 

“Book Club”  - St. Francis of Assisi, Binghamton.  607-722-4388.  Each week 

a group of parishioners gather for reflection and discussion of a common book 

being read.  Books have a religious theme and help further our understanding of 

our faith. 

 

“On-Line Book Club  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138.  To 

expand adult faith formation an on-line book club in blog format currently 

supports reading and sharing comments on A Jesuit’s Guide to ‘Almost’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything” by James Martin, SJ. 

 

 Adult Seminars - Christ Our Light, Pulaski.  Contact person: Bill Flynn, 

315-298-5350.  One and a half hour sessions for 6 weeks.  These are discussion 

sessions, not Bible Study or adult religious education.  The ten commandments 

has been a popular topic.  There are several topics to choose from. 

 

 

 “Tuesday AM or PM Scripture Study” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal. 

   607-748-8287.  Meets every Tuesday to discuss the Gospel reading of the 

   upcoming week. 

 

“Alpha I and Alpha 2 Programs” - St. Mary, Hamilton.  315-824-2164.  A 

 non-denominational adult catechesis program.  Widely used across the United 

 States.  

 

 “Islam”  
St. Mary, Hamilton.  315-824-2164.   Sponsored a program on Islam.  We 

invited a Colgate professor, a Moslem, spoke to our parish about his religion and 

the Koran.  We were surprised to learn that there are actual chapters in the Koran 

on Mary. 

 

 Christ Our Light, Pulaski.  315-298-5350.   For this adult seminar some people 

came from a Syracuse Mosque to speak to parishioners and then a 

group from the parish visited the Mosque. 

 

 “Books for Discussion Groups”   

 “The Catholicism Answer Book” by Rev. John Trigilio 

 “Catholicism for Dummies” by Rev. John Trigilio 

Both books are designed to answer common, confusing and 

controversial questions about the Catholic faith. 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

 “Youth Team” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville.  315-652-4300.  The  

 pastor, youth minister, DRE, CYO director  and two students meet every two 

 months for a two hour period.  The YM sets an agenda on topics to discuss.  It is 

 good to have this team brainstorm, communicate and develop programs. 

 
 “Nazareth Farm” - Blessed Sacrament, Syracuse.  315-437-3394.  A small 

  group of high school students with chaperones raise money from movie nights, 

  car washes, and donations to pay the expenses of renting a van, gas and staying 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  at Nazareth Farm in West Virginia for a week in the summer.  They work doing 

  home repairs for the poor in the counties in the area.  Besides doing labor the 

  kids get to know the families that live below the poverty level.  When they 

  return home they speak about their experience at the weekend Masses.  It is a 

  real experience for these students who have cell phones, iPods, etc. to work with 

  families that have no running water, no indoor plumbing and no electricity. 

 

 “Movie Night” - Blessed Sacrament, Syracuse.  315-437-3394.  Once a month 

weekend night.  Admission is a non-perishable food item for the food pantry.  

Popcorn, soda and etc. available. 

 

“Teen Work Teams (TWT) - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville.  315-652-4300.  

This group is designed as a fund raiser for youth programs and to help 

parishioners who need workers.  For a donation ($50.00) 4 -5 teens and a 

VIRTUS trained adult will go to a parishioner’s home and work for up to 2 hours.  

They could be hired to rake leaves (great in the fall), clean garages, wash 

windows, etc. 

 

 “Speakers”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Each year a 

nationally known speaker or youth minister is invited to the area .  Past speakers 

have included: Jesse Manibusan, Steve Angrisano, Tony Melendez, Frank 

Runyeon, Marc Friedman, Janet Voigh and the Matt Maher band. 

 

 “Building Friendships and Faith with Fun”  - St. Anthony/St. Mary, Cortland.  

607-756-9967.  Youth group gathers monthly for a diocesan or parish event, a 

small group activity or a planned activity such as a movie or game night.  As 

with any student event - FOOD is always involved. 

 

 “Weekly Youth News Bulletin Insert”  - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

Baldwinsville.  315-652-4300.  September through June weekly bulletin inserts 

sharing a number of relevant items and topics involving the “tweens” and teens of 

the parish. 

 

 “Youth Events Calendar”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.   607-748-8287.  

Printed monthly and inserted in the bulletin.  This comprehensive calendar lets 

families know the dates and times of the various activities for the youth. 

  “Kids Klub” - grades 1-5 

  Jr. Youth Group - middle school students 

  Sr. Youth Group - high school students 

 

 “Friday Youth Nights” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville, 315-652-4300.  

These Friday night events alternate between movie nights and Coffee House 

(performers, etc.)  allowing the youth to have some type of entertainment 

ongoing each week. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Beyond Confirmation” - Sacred Heart, Cicero.  Contact person: Bob Lyons, 

BLyons2 @twcny.rr.com   A program to reach out to the youth after they are 

confirmed. 

 

 “Shoeboxes” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Jr/Sr high school 

students collect toiletries and personal care items.  They create special gift boxes 

that are distributed through Catholic Charities to local teens in need. 

 

“Mission to Youth” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville, 315-652-4300. 

       Mission Statement:  “To bring kids closer to Christ and His Church!”   They use 

weekly Youth bulletin inserts, Youth Masses, Face book, Friday night movies and 

Karaoke, Coffee Houses, skiing, snow-boarding, ice skating, bowling and a whole  

bunch of dedicated adults and prayer to achieve their mission.  

 

 “Shoeboxes” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Jr/Sr high school 

  students collect toiletries and personal care items.  They create special gift boxes 

  that are distributed through Catholic Charities to local teens in need. 

 

 

 “Life Teen” - Holy Family, Syracuse.  315-488-3139. There are about 100 

  students in the program.  There is a 4:00 Sunday youth Mass with youth  

  ministers and a youth band.  After Mass there is a Life Teen meeting in which 

  the pastor participates.  Some of their activities include: Washington, DC 

  Pro-Life March, NET Retreats and Steubenville Summer Conference.  

 

 “Children’s Envelopes” (from outside the diocese) Contact person: Fr. James 

  Lang.  315-422-7203.   Children’s envelopes where on the front the child  

  completes the following:   

  This week I prayed for ___________________________(time) 

  This week I helped ______________________________(talent)  

        My contribution this week is _____________________ (treasure)  

    

A volunteer counts the money each week and keeps it until the end of the year. 

Then it is presented to the finance council for suggestions as to how this money 

could be used for the parish.  The children’s total yearly offering might provide 

the communion hosts for the coming year for all the Masses and communion calls  

to shut-ins, etc. or maybe the cost of candles.  A notice is put in the bulletin to 

inform parishioners as to how the money was used.  Interesting - the adult 

contributions seem to increase after that!  Also, information gathered from the 

first 2 statements helped identify some problems/issues for outreach staff to deal 

with. 

 

 “Chow Walk”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Annual service 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  event attended by all our middle school students.  Open to all families to help 

  raise funds for CHOW and awareness of the need to feed the hungry. 

 

“Youth Picnic”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Social time  

once a month in the summer.  Time for games, catching up with friends and a  

picnic. 

 

“Faith on Fire”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A late August 

 event where students celebrate a youth Mass, open gym and a huge bonfire to  

 highlight the start of another faith-filled year. 

 

“Youth View Program”  - Our Lady of Good Counsel, Verona.  315-363-7696.  

Christopher West presented “Theology of the Body”.   Boys and parents met at 

one location and girls with parents at another time and place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCILS 

 
 “District Representatives”  - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville.  

315-652-4300.  The parish has been divided into 6 districts - each with a district 

representative who sits on the pastoral council.  Each representative makes 5 - 10 

telephone calls to parishioners in his/her district each month soliciting comments, 

suggestions, etc.  This information is reported back to the pastoral council.  It 

shows ‘we care.”  We encourage input and it helps in problem resolution. 

 

 “Leadership Committee” -   St. Margaret, Homer.  607-749-2542.  Every 

other month the chairperson of each committee/program is invited to meet with 

the parish pastoral council for the first hour.  Then the council breaks off to meet 

for their monthly meeting and the committees can choose to also meet that night 

or meet at another time.  Several members have volunteered to read material on 

welcoming, leadership, etc.  and then present a 15-20 minute presentation.  As a 

Leadership group they have selected specific themes for both the parish pastoral 

council and the various committees to work on at the same time. 

 

 “Youth Representatives” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville.  

315-652-4300.  Two of our youths (11
th

 and 12
th

 graders) sit on our pastoral 

council.  They provide direct input from the youth of our parish.  This has been 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

very enlightening and a very productive tool in the development of our youth 

programs and underscoring their importance to the parishioners. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

“Photo Directory”  

  

 St. Mark, Utica.  Contact person, Joe Madeira, 315-797-584 

 St. Margaret, Homer.  607-749-2542   

 Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  

A parish photo directory is an excellent way to get to know names of parishioners.  

Especially good for linking and merging parishes.  Free parish directories for all 

parishioners.  No cost to parish or parishioners unless extra copies of photos are 

purchased.  

 

 

“Parish Newsletters”  

 

Immaculate Conception, Fayetteville.   315-637-9846.  Monthly newsletter that  

takes on a different subject.  An attempt is made to make the subject thought 

provoking.  It is often geared to encouraging people to become involved.  Sent 

to everyone on the parish census list, not just to those who attend Mass on 

weekends. Different advertisers help defray the cost. 

Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.   Produced quarterly and mailed 

to all families. 

 

“Blessings” (Quarterly newsletter) - Our Lady of Lourdes, Utica.  315-724-3155.  

Thanks to the generosity of one of our past Trustees, we mail an 8 page color 

newsletter each quarter, using our envelope list.  Our purpose of the newsletter is 

to help acquaint parishioners with staff and volunteers via photos and brief 

biographies.  We also use space (not available in the weekly bulletin) for special 

interest stories involving Lourdes’ families.  Our pastor provides a column that 

gives a spiritual insight to the upcoming liturgical season.  Also, recent 

baptisms/marriages/deaths are announced.  “Blessings” has helped to make our 

parish family more personal and welcoming. 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi, Bridgeport/St. Mary, Minoa.  315-633-2561.  Our parishes 

 send a quarterly newsletter to all registered families.  For the past 7 volumes the 

 entire parish community of both worship sites has participated with front page 

 articles outlining what evangelization is and how people can participate through  

 the reflections at the end of each article.  Included in the newsletter is a 3 month 

 calendar of faith community events, meetings and workshops.  We welcome new 

 parishioners, newly baptized and those who have passed away.  Also included 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 are articles pertaining to various ministries.   

 
 “Parish Internet Communications”  - St. James, Cazenovia.  Contact person:  

  Tom Lygal,  315-427-3385.  Connecting a parish community through the 

  innovation of the Internet.  Helps your parish reach members in an effective,  

 timely and cost effective manner. 

 

 “Parish Website” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Updated  

 regularly by a volunteer web master. 

 

 “Facebook” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville, 315-652-4300.  Contains 

  pictures, information on upcoming events. 

 

“Parish Information Booklets” 

“Parish Orientation Program” - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Baldwinsville.  

315-652-4300.  An all encompassing orientation for new registrants which 

includes parish history, activities, groups, a welcoming get together and a tour of 

the facility. 

 St. Joseph, Camillus.  315-488-8490.  A booklet for all parishioners describing 

parish programs such as: Religious Education, Youth Ministry, Sacramental 

Programs, Pre-School and Adult Education. 

 

“Welcoming Folder”  - St. Mary, Clinton.   315-853-2935.  A folder is sent to 

new families with information regarding programs, ministry opportunities, faith 

formation, history of the parish and the stained glass windows along with a 

welcome from the parish pastoral council. 

 
 “Basilica Promotions Committee” - Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Syracuse.  

315422-2343.  This is a committee that meets regularly to promote the Basilica.  

The recent most obvious promotion efforts are street signs that direct travelers to 

the Basilica from major highways.  Pamphlets have been place in major 

hotels/motels.  There is a newly opened gift shop in the church vestibule.  

 

 “Ministries and Organizations Booklet” - Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  

607-754-1266.  A comprehensive booklet giving a brief description of the 

ministries, organizations and groups in the parish. 

 

 

VARIOUS PARISH CLUBS 

 
“Men’s Clubs” 

 Our Lady of Pompei/St. Peters, Syracuse.  315-422-7163 

 St. James, Johnson City.  607-427-5822 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Most Holy Rosary, Maine.  607-760-2748 

St. John, Liverpool.  315-652-6591.  Focuses on fostering a personal 

relationship with God through reflection and prayer. This group has helped these 

parishes form men’s clubs at: 

   St. Daniel, Syracuse.  315-454-4946 

   Holy Family, Syracuse.  315-488-3139.   

   Immaculate Conception, Fayetteville.  315-637-9846. 

 

St. Augustine, Baldwinsville.  315-638-0585.   Has a similar focus on reflection. 

Offers a chance to connect with other men and learn from their experiences. 

There is a theme for each meeting, such as “Faith in the Workplace” and  

facilitators help to foster a conversation among the men. 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Utica.   315-724-3155.   This is a service-based group of  

about 55 men which meets monthly.  In January they sponsor a “Super Bowl” 

party to watch the game, play cards and eat some traditional Super Bowl fare. 

 

 “Mothers’Club” - Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607-754-1266.  Brings  

  women of the parish together to discuss timely family centered topics.  Meets 

  monthly to share ideas and fellowship. 

 

 Senior Club” - St. Joseph the Worker, Liverpool.  Contact Person: Ursula 

 Gooden, 315-457-1697.   Recently celebrated their 30
th

 anniversary.  Over 200 

 members.  Providing socialization for seniors through monthly luncheon 

 meetings highlighting different menus and featured speakers focusing on senior 

 interests, senior community projects, day bus trip and week long trips.  

 

 

 “The Third Thursday Group”  - St. Mary, Clinton.  315-853-2935.  A group 

  of senior parishioners that comes together once a month for a noon Communion  

  Service and then gather for lunch together.  It gives these parishioners time to 

  pray together and socialize. 

 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

 

 “Parish Picnic” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  An annual 

  day-long parish celebration.  Typically held in August. 

 

 “Bus Trips” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Offered to families 

  at a discount price.  Trips include Bronx and Philly zoos, Yankee games and  

  amusement parks. 
 

 “Parish Olympics” - St. Stephen (now merged with Sacred Heart, Syracuse)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Contact person:  Jim Riley, 315-422-2343.  A video presentation of a “parish  

  olympics day”.  This is a program designed to emphasize and support parish life  

 

 

SACRAMENTS 
 

 Baptism Program - St. Francis of Assisi, Binghamton.  607-722-4388 

`` Mini-retreat day for parents preparing for the Baptism of their child using “Call to 

 Celebrate-Baptism, a guide offered by Our Sunday Visitor.  After Baptism the 

 Sacramental Coordinator will follow up with parents on ways to share faith with 

 the child until the child is old enough to begin the parish Faith Formation 

 Program.  

 

Penance “Community Quilt”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  

Members of the First Penance class and their families are given a quilt square and 

asked to design it in keeping with the family’s life together.  The squares are then 

tied together  to form a bright colorful quilt that is the altar cloth for our 

celebration of Penance. 

 

 “Parent Enrichment”  - St. Francis of Assisi, Binghamton.  607-722-4388.  A 

required four (4) hour mini-retreat for parents of children preparing for First 

Reconciliation, First Communion and for Confirmation.  Purposes: 1) to 

welcome parents and lead them to a deeper understanding of the sacrament(s) and 

the commitment it requires of them, 2) to support and strengthen parental 

relationship with the Church and 3)  to focus on building strong Catholic 

families. 

 

 

 

 “Power of One”  - Annunciation Church, Clark Mills.  315-853-6138.  This is 

a Confirmation class program that supports students in identifying, planning and 

executing community service projects.  The program includes a combination of 

face-to-face and on-line blog sessions.  There has been a lot of positive feedback 

from parents and students. 

 
 “Parents as First Teachers”  - St. John, North Bay.  315-245-0853.  Because 

the parish believes that parents are the first teachers of their children, parents are 

required to attend Sunday morning classes with their children who are going to 

receive First Eucharist or are to be confirmed.  Following class the parents and 

students attend Mass together. 

 
 

PLANNING 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Parish Forum” - St. John the Evangelist, New Hartford.  315-732-8521.  A 

survey committee is formed to assess parish life and the future.  Small groups 

gather to work on: Where are we?   How are things going?  Where do we want 

to go?  The Forum is very forward looking. 

 

 “5 Year-Long Range Plan”  - St. Margaret, Homer.  607-749-2542.  Every 5 

years a Long Range Committee is formed which works closely with the parish 

pastoral council, the pastor, committees and parishioners to solicit their hopes, 

dreams and visions for the next 5 years.   The committee then evaluates the 

information and places the recommendations under the headings in CARA’s 

(Center of Applied Research in Apostolate) 7 elements of parish life, Leadership, 

Worship, Community, Formation, Evangelization, Social Justice and Stewardship.  

The approved 5 year plan is shared with the parish community from the pulpit and 

with excerpts in the bulletin.  The plan is very much a reflection of the Mission 

and Purpose statements for the parish. 

 

 “Envisions” - St. Cecilia, Solvay.  315-488-3221.   Assessed the present and 

  future need of the parish.  Members of the parish engaged in a telephone 

  marathon calling 560 families and inviting them back to the parish.   

 

 

HEALTH ISSUES 
 

 “Medical Clinic” -   Assumption, Syracuse.  315-423-9961.   Medical help for  

 those who are uninsured.  Hours vary.  Call for specific hours and available  

 specialists. 

 

 “Health Clinic” - Cathedral, Syracuse.  315-422-4177.  Interim primary health 

  clinic care on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 

“Pray it Off” - Holy Family, Syracuse.   315-488-3139.  A relatively private  

gathering of people interested in losing weight.  People meet quietly without a lot 

of fanfare. 

 

 “Healthy Tips”  - St. Margaret, Mattydale.  316-455-5534.  A health care 

  ministry that gives healthy tips in the weekly bulletin as well as blood pressure 

  check ups after Mass on designated weekends. 

 

“Caregivers Support Group”  - St. Francis of Assisi, Binghamton.  

607-722-4388.  The groups meet monthly with those who are caring for a loved 

one who is sick/elderly at home or in a nursing home.  They join for friendly 

conversation, information and refreshments. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

 
“Weekly Holy Hour for Peace”  - St. Peter, Oswego.  315-343-1352 

 
 “Monthly Eucharistic Adoration” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal. 

   607-748-8287. 2
nd

 Thursday of the month.  Follows the 9AM Mass and closes 

   at 4:30 with Benediction. 

 

 “Perpetual Adoration” - Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607-754-1266 

  Started in 1990 and is open 24/7 year round.  The adorer commits to a specific 

  hour each week to spend in the chapel.  

 

“Annual Retreat for Women”  - St. Leo, Tully.  315-696-5092.  Annual 

 retreat for the women of the parish.  As well as benefitting the individual’s 

 spiritual life, the retreat promotes community. 

 

“24 Hour Adoration Four Times a Year”   - St. Peter, Oswego.  

315-343-1352 

 

“Traveling Chalice Program” - Holy Family, Syracuse.  488-3139.  Now in its 

fourth year, the Traveling Chalices is on a mission to help parishioners ardently 

pray for more priests, deacons and religious.  Participants keep the chalice for a 

week and use it as a focal point for daily prayer, discussion and meditation about 

religious vocations in the Church. 

 

 “Monthly Evening Holy Hour”  -    Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  

607-748-8287.   New to the parish this year.  A monthly holy hour with 

Benediction and the distribution of the Eucharist. 

 

 “Weekly Adoration for Vocations”  - Blessed Sacrament, Johnson City.  

607-797-5151 

 

 “Prayer Network” - Church of the Holy Family, Endwell.  607-754-1266.   A 

group of parishioners who pray for a specific intentions of unnamed parishioners.  

Requests are called in to a coordinator who in turn calls 2 other coordinators.  

Each coordinator has several people they contact and then those people call 

others.  It operates like a telephone tree.    How you pray and what prayers you 

say are up to you. 
 

 “Spiritual Direction”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.   607-748-8287.   

Offered for those seeking a companion on the journey.  Several staff members 

are trained spiritual directors. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUND RAISING IDEAS 

 
 “50/50 Raffle” - Our Lady of Peace, Lakeland.  315-487-6832.   An annual 

parish 50/50 raffle where over 300 tickets are sold at $50.00 each.  Half of the 

money is given as prize money and the other half goes toward heating and snow 

removal costs at the parish.  There is a free dinner after the Saturday evening 

Mass when the winners’ names are drawn..  The dinner is always designed 

around a theme - St. Patrick’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Year of the Priest, etc.   

Dinner expenses for the parish run around $250.  The church receives over 

$7700. 

 

 “HOPE Appeal”  - One pastor uses a visual to show the progress during the 

appeal.  A large sunflower is put on a wall and as the parish contributions reach 

certain levels leaves on the sunflower are colored in with the amount collected to 

that point written on that leaf.  When the goal is reached the flower itself is 

colored in. 

 
“The Pumpkin Patch” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  A fund 

 raiser offered each year for youth activities that brings the entire parish 

 community together for the unloading to the selling and decorating pumpkins. 
 

“Silent Auction” -   St. James, Cazenovia.  315-697-7104.  Parishioners 

 donate and solicit area merchants for items to have at a silent auction.  Very 

 well attended. 

 

 “Memory Path” - Holy Trinity Fulton.  315-598-2118.   A garden was created 

  next to church with Our Lady of Fatima as the centerpiece.  It is a place of 

  prayer and pictures for special occasions in the life of the parish.  One of the 

  garden paths is called “the memory walk.”  Bricks were sold and engraved to 

  memorialize a person or a special occasion. 

 

 

 

“St. Anthony Feast Day”  - St. Anthony of Padua, Endicott.  607-754-4333. 

 A 3 day celebration centering around the June 13 feast day that attracts 

 thousands of people from all over the country.  Chairs and tables have to be set 

 up in the street to accommodate all the people.  Booths with various Italian 

 foods bring in around $170,000 for the 3 days. 

 
 “Election Night Spaghetti Supper”  

  St. Anthony of Padua, Cortland.  607-756-9967.   

 Our Lady of Pompei, Syracuse.  315-422-7163 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A long time tradition at both parishes and an excellent fund raiser. 

 

 

SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 

 
 “Joint Ash Wednesday Service”   - St. Mary, Cleveland.  315-675-3542.  

   Done with the local Methodist Church.  Readings and reflections from the 

   parish priest and Methodist minister and then the Catholics received ashes. 

 

 “Breakfast at Christmas” - Our Lady of Lourdes, Syracuse.  315-476-9576.  

  Breakfast Christmas morning in the parish center for those who may not have  

 family or anywhere special to go for the day. 

 

 “Annual Holiday House Tour” - St. Anthony of Padua, Cortland. 

   607-756-9967.  Tour  of homes and a luncheon at the church.  Very well  

 attended by the community. 

 

  

GLOBAL 

 

“Twinning with Parish in Haiti”  - St. James, Cazenovia.  315-655-3441 

 “Lenten Sharing” - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  Four (4) 

different missions benefit from our weekly Lenten collections.  1)St. Peter’s 

School for girls in Kenya, 2)Boy’s Town Neirmeyer Foundation in Kenya, 

3)Brother Peter Daino’s mission in Ghana and 4)  Holy Trinity Parish in South 

Carolina. 

 

 “Fair Trade Coffee”  - Contact person: Marysia Czachor, 315-592-5013.   

Some parishes purchase and serve only fair trade coffee at all social functions.  

They joined Equal Exchange, a farmers cooperative which pays small rural 

farmers in developing countries a living wage.  Catholic Relief Services, along 

with many other faiths, supports this Interfaith Coffee Project.  This practice 

began through a social justice committee.  Contact: Equal Exchange 

 at 781-830-0303, ext. 228. 

 

 

 “Tohatchi, NM Franciscan Navajo Mission” - St. Mary, Hamilton.  

315-824-2164.  Our parish has adopted St. Mary Mission of Tohatchi, NM as a 

sister parish.  We have a special monthly collection for them.  Also, we ship 

school supplies for the children.  By sending actual items, rather than always 

money, we hope for a “teaching moment.”   At Christmas we send many large 

boxes of toys and clothes.  The Altar and Rosary Society ladies knitted lap robes 

for the elderly.  On the pastor’s anniversary we collected and gave a large sum of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

money to the Mission as our gift to him.  Two of our parishioners have visited 

Tohatchi. 

 

 “Signed Petitions” - St. Mary, Hamilton.  315-824-2164.   We collected 

signatures against the death penalty, for forgiving the international debts of the 

poorest of nations and for the abolition of the School of the Americas. 

 

 “Welcoming People from Africa” -    Our Lady of Pompei, Syracuse.  

315-422-7163.  A process to welcome people from Africa into the parish. 

 

 “Packages for Afghanistan” - Christ Our Light, Pulaski.  315-298-5350.   

When their pastor returned from serving in Afghanistan the people began sending 

school supplies and packages to the troops. 

 
 “Kenya Fund Raiser”  - St. Margaret, Mattydale.  315-455-5534.  Annual 

fund raiser for displaced families in Kenya.  Attended by parishioners and 

community members. 

 

“Smile Train”  - Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal.  607-748-8287.  The first $250 

of every parish fundraiser is donated to this organization that repairs cleft palates 

of children suffering in third world countries. 


