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National Review Board 
 

In 2002, the bishops of the United 

States (USCCB) approved the 

Charter for the Protection of 

Children and Young People. Ten 

years later, there has been striking 

improvement in the Church’s 

response to and treatment of 

victims. Children are safer now 

because of the creation of safe 

environments and action has been 

taken to permanently remove 

offenders from ministry. Yet, much 

work still needs to be done.  

“There has been a dramatic shift in 

the ten years. Bishops are more 

accountable. They adopted the 

Charter, created the National 

Review Board, and supported the 

Audit. They report to laity through 

the Annual Report. Children are 

safer. The Church has moved from a 

strictly legal response to a pastoral 

response. The Audit is continuously 

refined to protect children and to 

advance healing. We must remain 

vigilant. The NRB members are here 

to assist the Church in restoring trust 

with the faithful.”  

 
Mr. Al Notzon III, Chairman  

National Review Board  

 

  Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:   

It has been ten years since the Diocese of Syracuse joined dioceses across the United States in their commitment to the 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.  The purpose of the Charter, then and now, is to create an 

active and successful system in which children and young people are safe from harm.  It requires education, training, 

criminal background checks, assistance to victims of past abuse, penal procedures of those who have harmed a child, 

and cooperation with civil authorities.  I invite you to read our annual report and ask to you to remain vigilant in our 

efforts to protect our children and young people. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator 
Diocese of Syracuse 
240 East Onondaga Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Phone: 315.470.1465 

Child and Youth Protection  
Entrusted to Protect ~ Dedicated to Restore 

 

Two offices comprise the Syracuse Diocese Child & Youth Protection 

Program:   Victim Assistance and Safe Environment. These two offices work in 

partnership to help our schools, parishes, and agencies build and maintain 

safe environments for our children.  Each of us, as part of the Syracuse 

diocese, is entrusted to protect and dedicated to restore.  Our successes will 

continue because we are passionate about our children’s safety and well-

being.  This commitment is shared by our bishop, you, our clergy and 

diocesan leadership, our employees and our volunteers.    
 

We continue to be infinitely grateful for the generous support shown by our 

pastors, principals, directors, diocesan leadership and office administrators, 

site coordinators and program facilitators.  
 

We must recognize our responsibility to our children, accept it, and support 

it. As caring and moral individuals let’s remain vigilant always and each day 

seek out those moments to protect and restore.  

 

Most Rev. Robert J. Cunningham 

Bishop of Syracuse 

Victim Assistance 
 

The Church’s primary responsibilities concerning victims and survivors of sexual 

abuse are healing and reconciliation.  The Diocesan Victim Assistance 

Coordinator (VAC) provides to victims and survivors, and their loved ones, 

pastoral care, support and resources for psychological, emotional and spiritual 

healing.  The VAC receives, reviews and investigates allegations of sexual abuse 

and boundary violations of minors, as well as suspicious behaviors, by a priest, 

deacon, member of a religious community, diocesan lay employee or volunteer, 

or member of our diocesan communities.  The diocese works cooperatively with 

civil authorities by reporting alleged incidents of abuse or neglect, contributing 

to investigations of allegations and advising victims of their right to report.   

Diocesan policy requires that all diocesan personnel report any suspected abuse 

to the civil authorities.   

 

As mandated by the USCCB Charter, the diocese has in place a Diocesan Review 

Board (DRB) that acts as the confidential advising entity for the bishop regarding 

any allegation of sexual abuse of minors by our clergy.  The DRB members 

represent and are selected for their demonstrated independence, fairness and 

outstanding expertise in various fields such as law, law enforcement, medicine, 

psychiatry, and religion. 



 

   

For more program information, please visit these websites:  
www.syracusediocese.org/our-commitment-to-child-and-youth-protection/     

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know …? 
 
• The Syracuse Diocese Child & Youth Protection Office works mutually with over 215 diocesan sites, including 

parishes, schools, Catholic Charities, and several campus and special ministries. 
 

• 75 Program facilitators, many of whom are volunteers, present adult awareness training throughout the diocese. 
 

• Since program inception in October 2003, our facilitators have held 2,280 sessions, training more than 30,000 
adults in abuse awareness and reporting.  Currently, over 18,000 of these individuals remain active in diocesan 
roles and in contact with minors.  On average, an additional 3,300 individuals are trained annually, keeping 
child and youth protection at the forefront of our diocesan programs. 
 

• In addition, since recertification commenced October 2008, over 7,000 individuals have attended refresher 
training and have updated criminal background checks. 
 

• In total, adult training received in the Syracuse diocese alone is in excess of 100,000 hours. 
 
• Every year, thousands of children in our schools and parishes are trained in safety awareness.  

 

Annual Audit 
 

Since the Charter was adopted, nearly all 

dioceses and eparchies have undergone 

an annual audit by private agencies hired 

by the USCCB to determine how well they 

comply with the 17 areas of the 

document. The compliance rate has 

increased steadily over the last decade.  

Mr. Al Notzon III, Chairman, NRB 
 

The Syracuse diocese has been found in 

compliance every year with the required 

annual audit as part of the Charter.  Every 

diocesan site has an appointed Safe 

Environment site coordinator, integral to 

the success of the safe environment 

program and acting as liaison to the 

Diocesan Safe Environment Committee 

and Office.   

 

All sites are responsible to oversee their 

compliance and proper implementation 

of the diocesan safe environment policies 

and procedures in accordance with 

Diocese of Syracuse’s Child & Youth 

Protection Policy which directly supports 

the USCCB’s Charter.   

 

 

Diocesan Safe Environment Committee (SEC) 
 

The committee members work collaboratively to represent the 
offices and ministries of the diocese.  In addition, the SEC ensures 
the parishes, schools, agencies and affiliated locations in our 
diocese create and maintain safe environments in accordance with 
the Syracuse Child & Youth Protection Policy. 
 

Danielle Cummings, Assistant Chancellor & Director of           

Communications, Chair, Diocesan Safe Environment Committee 

Rev. Msgr. James P. Lang, Vicar for Parishes 

Jacqueline M. Bressette, Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 

Jackie Farrell, Diocesan Safe Environment Program Coordinator 

Joseph Slavik, Diocesan Director, Catholic Charities 

Christopher Mominey, Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

Debra Brillante, Assistant Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

Cathy Cornue, Diocesan Director, Office of Faith Formation 

Bob Walters, Diocesan Director, Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Rosemary Smith, Diocesan Manager of Human Resources & Benefits 

To inquire about training, policy, and program information please call: 
 
Diocesan Safe Environment 
Program Coordinator 
Diocese of Syracuse 
240 East Onondaga Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Phone: 315.470.1421 


