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Bishop Cunningham and District Attorneys Announce Memorandum of Understanding 

 

Syracuse, New York – Bishop Robert J. Cunningham and District Attorneys from the seven counties of 

the Diocese of Syracuse announced a new document that furthers the spirit of cooperation in the handling 

of sexual misconduct and abuse of minors by members of clergy and religious.  

The District Attorneys of the seven counties – Onondaga, Broome, Chenango, Cortland, Oneida, Madison 

and Oswego – and Bishop Cunningham have entered into a memorandum that implements a consistent 

policy and reporting protocol for these matters.  The understanding builds on a verbal agreement that 

these parties have had for the past twelve years, and the document has been in progress for nearly a year. 

The District Attorneys and Diocese of Syracuse agree that the sexual abuse of a minor cannot and will not 

be tolerated, and this agreement furthers their collective commitment to protect our children and to ensure 

that these acts are not repeated in the future. 

“We appreciate the efforts of Bishop Cunningham to formalize in this memorandum of understanding the 

policy and protocol for reporting these incidents to police and prosecutors for investigation from the first 

day a report is received by diocesan officials,” said Gerald Mollen, Broome County District Attorney.  

The written memorandum of understanding is another step by the Diocese of Syracuse to protect children 

and vulnerable adults.  Since 2002, the diocese has established a Safe Environment Office responsible for 

screening and training mandated by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People, created a Child & Youth Protection Policy, formed a Diocesan 

Safe Environment Committee, and established a Diocesan Review Board comprised of professionals who 

bring their skill set to assist in determining the credibility of old allegations.  Visit www.syrdio.org for 

more information about the diocesan Safe Environment and Victim Assistance Office.  
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